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18A. Changing job market tweaks students‟ choices 

                                            र र      

 As students choose courses and combinations that are more likely to fetch them jobs, many 
traditional courses are seeing no or minimum enrolment. 

     -                                                   ,  ई   र   र                     

                         

 As many as 1,091 UG and PG combinations with zero enrolment have been closed, while 
new ones are taking their place, writes Jayanth R. 

     1,091      और       र                            ,                 ,           

                     ,       आर.           

 English is taught as a subject in engineering courses, B.Sc, B.Com, BA, and several other 

others. 

                र  ,   .    .,   .   .,     औ   ई                  ई          

 So those who opt for English have better job opportunities in both the government and 
private sectors. 

                                  र  र  और                                            

 We have good infrastructure and excellent faculty in the English department too. 

                                              औ                   

 Yet, no student has enrolled for MA in English this year, said the principal of a Government 

First Grade College in Bengaluru. 
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                               ई                     ,                                       

               

 A faculty member of University Visvesvarya College of Engineering (UVCE) in the heart of 

the city lamented. 

                                                    

 ―Our college, being developed on the IIT model, is providing quality engineering education. 

 ―            आ आ                               औ                                         

 Earlier, there was a huge demand for Post Graduate Electronics and Communication 
Engineering seats. 

                     और                   र                             

 But no student has enrolled in it this year. 

                     ई                       

 There are no students in PG courses of Control and Instrumentation, Power and Energy 
System, Thermal Science Engineering, etc. either.‖ 

                      ,    र              ,                    र                          ई 

            ‖ 

 This story – of waning interest in certain subjects and combinations – repeats across colleges 
in Karnataka, not restricted to only government-run colleges. 

          –            औ                       –                                         ,      

                                 

 Continuing courses with zero or single-digit admissions has become a challenge for the 
government. 

                                                                           

 Responding to a question in the recent Legislature session by Legislative Council member K. 
Vivekananda, Higher Education Minister M.C. Sudhakar said that a review is being 
conducted to withdraw courses with zero admissions for the last three years from 2026-27. 

                   .                   ,                .  .      र                     

                                2026-27                                     

Zero enrolment combinations 

                         

 There are 440 government first-grade colleges under Collegiate Education Department in 
the State where there was zero enrolment for 1,091 UG combinations for the year 2025-26. 

        440  र  र                      2025-26        1,091                              

     

 Single-digit enrolments were registered in 190 combinations. 

 190                                           

 No students were enrolled in 170 PG courses in government first-grade colleges. 

                   170                ई                       

 And, single-digit students have enrolled in 47 PG courses. 

 औ  47                                       

 The largest number of colleges with zero enrolment and single-digit enrolment are in tier-2, 
tier-3 cities and rural areas. 

               औ                           र-2,    र-3   र   और                    

 Enrolment has also fallen in many government first-grade colleges in tier-1 cities, including 
Bengaluru and Mysuru, too. 

        और     र         र-1   र                         

 Among the UG and PG courses where students have not enrolled, Optional Kannada, 
History, Economics, Political Science, and Social Science combinations are the most 

prominent. 

          औ                              ,                ,       ,       , र       

      और                        

 There are no students enrolled in several colleges in combinations that have subjects such as 
Chemistry, Computer Science, Physics, and Maths in rural areas and tier-3 cities. 
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       औ      -3          र    ,      र      ,        और                                   

        

 While several combination of BA in subjects – for example, Kannada, History, Economics, 
Political Science/Sociology – have no takers. 

    ,       ,       , र            /                                      ई           

    

 Even job-oriented courses such as Computer Science have no students in many degree 
colleges. 

                 र               -                     ई                         

 Three Sanskrit colleges have also seen a significant drop in admission. 

                                              ई     

 Chamarajendra Government Samskrita College has more than 20 PG courses that are 

lying vacant. 

    र      र  र                 20                            

 While Sri Manmaharaja Samskrita College has 23 courses with zero enrolment. 

            र                  23                         

 Government First Grade College for Women in Chintamani has only one student each 
enrolled in Chemistry, Microbiology, and Zoology combinations. 

                            र    ,              और                      -           

 One student each is enrolled in 18 combinations in more than 10 other government colleges. 

 10                    18               -                    

 Job-oriented courses 

 र    र            

 It is the hope of finding a job in an increasingly tough market that is attracting many students 
towards hybrid courses. 

                                                                                   

 As a result, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML), Robotics, Blockchain and 

other technology-based courses are in big demand. 

         AI, ML, र      ,                                   

 Demand for traditional courses is waning in arts, commerce and science streams. 

 आ    ,       और                                           

 ―There is a mad rush for the courses that get jobs. 

 ―                          ,                   ई     

 The mindset of parents and students has changed. 

     -     औ                    ई     

 Currently, jobs related to hybrid courses are becoming more available in the job market. 

                                                             

 Therefore, young people are getting attracted towards these courses.‖ 

                                           ‖ 

 Can they be drawn back? 

                            ? 

 Prof. Venugopal K.R. said NEP-2020 has solutions to attract students to traditional subjects. 

   .             .आर.           NEP-2020                                                 

 ―NEP had provision for multidisciplinary courses.‖ 

 ―NEP                               ‖ 

 Further he stated that courses should be inter-disciplinary, intra-disciplinary, cross-
disciplinary, multi-disciplinary and trans-disciplinary. 

                       र,      ,    ,     और      -       र              

Tweaking engineering 

         र            

 Earlier the same situation prevailed in engineering courses. 

                       र                  
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 Now AI, robotics, ML and other courses have been blended with engineering. 

    AI, र      , ML                                    

 Similarly, humanities courses should also be blended. 

                                                   

 50% fee reduction 

 50%            

 More than 15,000 seats remained vacant in engineering colleges in 2025-26. 

 2025-26                           15,000                         

 The government reduced fees by 50% to attract students. 

                                             50%         

 However, only 15% more admissions were made compared to previous years. 

             15%               

 The department has launched Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programmes (AEDPs). 

                                      (AEDP)          

 Students will get a stipend ranging from ₹8,000 to ₹18,000. 

          ₹8,000    ₹18,000                  

 ―There has been a huge demand for Commerce courses due to AEDP programme.‖ 

 ―AEDP                                    ‖ 

Fresh look at arts streams 

 आ           र            

 There is a plan to revitalise humanities courses. 

                                            

 Earlier, many Arts graduates appeared for Civil Service Exams (IAS, KAS). 

       ई           IAS, KAS                     

 Now medical, engineering, agriculture graduates are also getting selected. 

          ,         र  ,                              

 Steps have been taken for skill development programmes. 

                                   

 MoUs have been signed with multinational companies and foreign universities. 

   र               और                                         

 There are also plans to provide training for competitive exams. 

          र                                   ई  ई     

GS Paper 1: Geography 18 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18A  
 

 

 
A satellite image shows smoke rising from the Tuapse oil 
refinery in Tuapse, Russia. Firefighters continued extinguishing 
a blaze more than 24 hours after Ukrainian drone attacks, local 
authorities said. The attack on Thursday killed two people, 
including a 14-year-old girl. 
Ukraine's military said it had struck two oil depots in Russian-
controlled Crimea and infrastructure inTuapse.  
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GS Paper II: Polity 18 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18A United Opposition defeats Delimitation Bill 

                 र                र          

18A SC asks if judges must rise above religious beliefs in matters of conscience 

                                       र                                   ऊ र 

           

18A A violation of „one person, one vote, one value‟: Shah 

 „      ,       ,       ‟         :     

18A Delimitation will turn out to be political demonetisation: Tharoor 

   र     र               र            :   र 

18A Harivansh secures third term as RS Deputy Chairman 

   र       र                              र                     

18A Why women‟s reservation cannot wait any longer 

           आर         और                              
 

 
 

18A.  United Opposition defeats Delimitation Bill 

                 र                र          

 The Bill falls short of the two-thirds mark of 352 votes, with 298 in favour and 230 against in 
the House where 528 members were present at the time of voting. 

           352           -    ई                  ,       298       औ  230   र             , 

                         528               

 Home Minister Amit Shah warns the Opposition that it will face the „wrath of women 
voters‟, claiming opposition to delimitation meant opposition to increasing the number of 
seats for SCs/STs. 

                                                „                     ‟               

     , औ                               SC/ST                                  
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 A united Opposition on Friday defeated the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
which sought to redistribute Lok Sabha seats on the basis of the 2011 Census to expedite 
the implementation of women‟s reservation. 

                                 (131          )       , 2026                  ,       

     2011                                                      आर                 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah accused the Opposition of playing “ruthless politics” and 
warned that it would face the “wrath of women” voters. 

                                    “       र      ”                    औ                

    “                     ”                      

 A total of 298 members voted in favour of the Bill and 230 against it, with the House strength 
at the time of voting being 528. 

     298                          औ  230      र                ,                       

        528     

 It failed to meet the two-thirds majority mark of 352 required for a Constitution 
Amendment Bill to pass. 

                                                    352      -                       

        

 Following the defeat, the government withdrew two allied legislations — the Union 
Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, and the Delimitation Bill, 2026 — which were 

linked to the constitutional amendment. 

           ,                            —                      (      )       , 2026 औ  

  र           , 2026 —            ,                          

 The government extended the Budget session after a short interlude for deliberating on 

these Bills. 

                                                                            

 Mr. Shah said that the legislative package of three Bills was aimed at fulfilling two objectives 
— time-bound implementation of women‟s reservation for the 2029 general election and 
applying the “one person, one vote and one value” principle. 

                                                                            — 2029 आ           

          आर                     औ  “      ,       ,       ”             

      

 Maintaining that the government remained committed to women‟s reservation, Mr. Shah 
said this was the “fifth time” that parties of the alliance had stalled the legislation. 

                                     ,                     “          र”                      

                      

 Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, in a post on X, described the move as a “hollow 
attempt” by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to project himself as the “messiah of women”. 

                                   X                         र                    “           

     ”           “          ”        

 Responding to Opposition objections, Mr. Shah offered to move an amendment ensuring a 
uniform 50% increase in representation of all States if proceedings were suspended for an 

hour. 

                           ,                                                          

                 50%                ,                                          

 Senior Congress leader K.C. Venugopal demanded that the provision be written into the Bill 
and that women‘s reservation be delinked from delimitation. 

               .  .                                                      औ                

  र                      

 Mr. Shah rejected the second demand, calling it a “trap”. 

                         “   ”                         

 He and Prime Minister Narendra Modi had earlier assured that all States would see a 50% 
increase in Lok Sabha seats, raising the House strength to about 850 members. 

        औ            र                                                              50%      

    ,                     850               
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 Mr. Shah accused the Opposition of creating a north-south divide with a false narrative that 

southern States would lose representation. 

                     र-                      औ            र                             

                               

 He said southern States have equal rights as northern states, citing Lakshadweep having 
the same rights as Uttar Pradesh or Bihar. 

                     र                  र   , औ                                   र 

            र             

 Making a strong pitch, Mr. Shah said the principle of “one person, one vote, one value” has 
been violated due to the freeze based on the 1971 Census. 

                  1971                              “      ,       ,       ” 

                       

 He noted India‘s population has grown from 54.79 crore to nearly 140 crore in 2026, creating 

disparities in constituency sizes. 

                                54.79  र           2026         140  र       ई   , 

                                       

 Citing Malkajgiri in Telangana with about 48 lakh voters, he questioned how one MP could 
represent such a large electorate. 

                           र                   ,           48              ,            

                                                

 Mr. Shah argued that opposing delimitation means opposing an increase in seats for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

                                                      और                                  

             

 He also addressed allegations that the government was trying to sidestep the ongoing caste 
count while implementing women‘s reservation. 
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18A.  SC asks if judges must rise above religious beliefs in matters of 

conscience 

                                       र                                   ऊ र 

           

 The Supreme Court on Friday sought a clarification from senior advocate and jurist Rajeev 
Dhavan whether judges, functioning as a constitutional court, must rise above their own 
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personal religious consciousness while called on to examine matters of freedom of 
conscience. 

                                     औ           र                                    

       ,                                          ,    र                                

                                         ऊ               

 The question came from Justice Ahsanuddin Amanullah, who is a member of the nine-
judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant hearing the Sabarimala review 
case primarily on the extent to which courts could judicially review religious practices, and 
whether an “inquisitorial” scrutiny would be a breach of Article 25 and Article 26. 

                                           ,                                          

       -                          ,      र              र               ई          ,       

                                                                            , औ     

“    -     ”        25 औ         26                

 ―You said freedom of conscience has a very wide amplification. 

 ―               र                                    

 Are you hinting that as judges, as a constitutional court, religion and conscience cannot be 
equated as religion may be personal to me, but then when I have to judge, I have to rise 
above that religious consciousness to a level where I balance it with constitutional provisions 
and see the larger picture emerging from it?‖ Justice Amanullah asked Mr. Dhavan. 

                                               ,                             ,     औ  

                                                                     ,                     

            ,                            ऊ                                                   

      औ                         ?‖                                      

 Justice B.V. Nagarathna, also on the Bench, asked if Mr. Dhavan was arguing that 

―conscience was something larger than religion‖ or whether conscience should take its colour 
from religion. 

                         .  .    र                                            ―                   

      ‖                                         

 She asked if conscience and religion were co-terminus. 

                           औ                  

 ―So far we have been told ‗that when it is religion, do not touch‘... 

 ―                          ‗                ,               ‘... 

 Probably as a constitutional authority, and under the scheme of the Constitution, when we are 
called upon to get into the area of conscience, we should not be restricted by the term 
‗religion‘? Justice Amanullah asked. 

                                     , औ                          ,                          

            ,        ‗   ‘                            ?‖                            

 Mr. Dhavan responded that the persona of a judge cuts across the Constitution. 

                                                                                       

 He illustrated that a judge cannot be identified with his personal religion when asked to 
examine a matter of faith and conscience. 

                  आ   और    र                                     ,                    

                                

 He said the freedom of conscience, which is mentioned separately from the right to freely 
profess, practice and propagate religion in Article 25, is an expansive right. 

                      25               ,      औ                                  र    

                             

 ―There are two rights. 

 ―              

 They are two vital rights. 

                          

 Exercise of the right to conscience must be done respectfully and in a bona fide manner,‖ he 
said. 

                                     औ                               ,‖             
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Internal right 

 आ   र       र 

 Justice M.M. Sundresh indicated that freedom of conscience was an internal right to nurse 
a belief while freedom of religion was an external manifestation of that conscience. 

            .  .                            र                                            

                     ,                                                   

 The Supreme Court would resume the hearing on April 21. 

            21              ई                   
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18A.  A violation of „one person, one vote, one value‟: Shah 

 „      ,       ,       ‟         :     

 The Home Minister points to the vast disparities in the number of people represented by 
MPs; he says the 'north-south divide‟ narrative is detrimental to India and it will not diminish 

the popularity of the government. 

                                                                                               ; 

              „  र-           ‟      र                             औ                

                       

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Friday said the principle of “one person, one vote, one 
value” was being violated, pointing out that while some MPs represented 48 lakh people, the 
others represented barely six lakh. 

                                             “      ,       ,       ”                 

         ,                          48                              ,                     

        

 Mr. Shah said the “north-south divide” narrative being engineered was detrimental to the 
country, and that the people of Lakshadweep had as much right in Parliament as those from 
Bihar or Uttar Pradesh. 

                               “  र-           ”      र                           , औ  

                                                      र      र                   

 He said the narrative was not going to diminish the popularity of the government and even if 
the Opposition ―greyed their hair‖, they would not be able to occupy the Treasury benches. 

                                                             औ              ―            

  ‖,        र                          

 A Constitutional Amendment Bill that sought to implement 33% reservation for women in 
Parliament and Assembly constituencies through delimitation was defeated in the Lok 
Sabha, as it could not get two-thirds of votes from members present in the House. 

                         ,      र                     औ                    33%       

आर                     ,                                                    -          

           

 According to available figures, out of 528 MPs present, 298 voted in favour and 230 
against the Bill. 

                      , 528               298          औ  230      र                  

 ―From 1971, there was a freeze on the increase of Lok Sabha seats. 

 ―1971                                     ई     

 Malkajgir in Telangana has 48 lakh voters, Bengaluru North has 29 lakh, Ghaziabad, 
represented by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh once, has 28 lakh voters, Northwest Delhi 
27 lakh voters. 

                    र     48           ,                29    ,           (      

                      र                  )    28           , औ                  27     

           

 There are 127 seats where there are more than 20 lakh voters. 

     127              20                        

 How can one MP fulfil the aspirations of 48 lakh people? 

          48                                              ? 

 One person, one vote, one value is being violated, somewhere it is 48 lakh and somewhere it 
is six lakh. 

       ,       ,                          ,      48                        

 There is no value for one person, one vote. 

       ,             ई                          

 If they (Opposition) support the delimitation, then each vote will have the same value,‖ Mr. 

Shah said. 

        (    )   र                 ,                           ,‖                

 Responding to Samajwadi Party MP Akhilesh Yadav, who intervened to say that the figure 
for Ghaziabad was much more, the Home Minister said that the member did not know if he 
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was speaking in favour of the Delimitation Bill, 2026, or against it, and that was the precise 

point he intended to make. 

                                            ,                                        

       ,                                               र           , 2026                  

              , औ                         

 Mr. Shah said that in 1976, the population of the country was 54.89 crore and today it is 140 
crore. 

                  1976                  54.89  र      औ        140  र       

 ―They (Opposition) want the number of MPs then and now to remain the same,‖ he said. 

           , ―   (    )                औ                              ‖ 

 The Minister said the Delimitation Commission would have required public hearings in all 
the 543 constituencies and it could not have been completed by 2029, affecting the 
implementation of the women‟s reservation Act by the 2029 general election. 

                  र     आ           543                                ई          ,    2029 

                       ,       2029    आ                 आर                          

           

 ―If the women‟s reservation Act is to be implemented, then the delimitation will have to be 

done now, that is why the Bill is being brought now,‖ he said. 

           , ―          आर                       ,                         ,          

                          ‖ 

 He said Tamil Nadu had 39 Lok Sabha seats and if the women‘s quota was applied, 13 
seats would be reserved for women and 26 seats would be in the open category. 

                           39                औ                                  13      

                           औ  26                           

 ―If the delimitation was done according to the 2011 Census, then the State would lose six 
seats. 

 ―    2011                                  ,                         

 That is why we are increasing 50% seats in all States, so that the pro-rata distribution is 

not affected. 

                        50%          र     ,                  र               

 Now, 20 seats will be added, taking the total number to 59 and those reserved for women will 
be 20,‖ he said. 

    20                 ,                59          औ          20                           

     ,‖             

Caste count 

             

 The Minister said that the decennial Census was delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and in 2024, when the process started, several parties demanded that caste should also be 

enumerated. 

                                  -19      र                   ई, औ  2024             

     ई,     ई                                  

 ―We decided in 2025 that caste enumeration will be done. 

 ―     2025                                        

 The column for caste will be there when population enumeration (second phase) is done. 

                (   र   र )     ,                             

 Caste is not enumerated during the household Census (first phase), which is ongoing. 

               र           (      र )                      ,                         

 They are not interested in caste count, they want to tie us in knots,‖ he said. 

           , ―                               ,                        ‖ 

 Refuting the claims of the Opposition that the Bill was brought to negate the caste Census, 
Mr. Shah said the process started three months ago and the first phase of Population 
Census 2027 was going on. 
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                                                                                      ,    

                                        ई    औ         2027                        

 ―I thought they wouldn‘t oppose the reservation for mothers... 

 ―                                                        ... 

 The Bill has provision to count the latest published Census. 

                                                       

 I can bring an amendment in one-hour... 

                                ... 

 They are opposing the Bill because it will enhance the PM‘s goodwill among the women...,‖ 
he said. 

                                                                                     ...,‖ 

            

 

18A.  Delimitation will turn out to be political demonetisation: Tharoor 

   र     र               र            :   र 

 The march towards a new India should not create a disunited India, Congress member 
Shashi Tharoor said in the Lok Sabha on Friday. 

      र                                  र                 ,                    र    
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 Sharpening his attack on the government, Mr. Tharoor said Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had wrapped the promise of justice to nari shakti (women power) in “barbed wire” by 
tethering women‟s reservation to delimitation and the expansion of the Parliament. 

                          ,                            र             र                     

        “       र   र”                ,                    आर        र     औ          

                      

 Participating in the debate on the three Bills that sought to amend the women‟s reservation 
law and set up a Delimitation Commission, the Congress leader urged the government to 
defer delimitation and decouple it from the reservation measure. 

                                   ,          आर                   औ    र     आ       

              ,                                          औ                   र          

      

 Linking the two, he argued, held the aspirations of Indian women hostage to “one of the 
most contentious and complex” exercises in the country‘s history. 

                                                                                  “     

         और     ”                             

 ―There is near-unanimous support for women‟s reservation. 

 ―      आर                                    

 Pass it now, and let it take effect in the next general election on the existing seat matrix,‖ he 

said, adding that the government must demonstrate that its commitment goes beyond 
rhetoric. 

                   औ           आ                                          ,‖           , औ  

                                                                       

 Calling for wider consultations, Mr. Tharoor said delimitation required engagement with 
States, political parties, and civil society, and could not be rushed. 

                            ,                                 र    , र             और 

    र                            औ                                   

 He proposed a formal mechanism, such as a Joint Parliamentary Committee, to evolve a 

new federal compact that safeguards the interests of all States. 

                                                                                          

औ                         

 ―You have proposed delimitation with such haste, the same haste that you showed on 
demonetisation. 

 ―                                             ,                                 ई     

 Unfortunately, we all know what damage that did to the country. 

          ,                                                 

 Delimitation will turn out to be political demonetisation. 

         र                            

 Don‘t do it, sir,‖ he said. 

                ,‖             

„Tyranny of majority‟ 

 „                ‟ 

 He warned that a population-based redraw risked deepening fault lines — between large and 
small States, the North and the South, and contributor and recipient States. 

                                                       और      र    ,   र और     ,     

           और         र                                 

 ―We risk a tyranny of the demographic majority,‖ he said, cautioning that economically 
productive and demographically stabilised States could be reduced to “bystanders in their 
own country”. 

           , ―                                              ,‖ औ                      

            औ                      “                   ”                      

 Referring to Home Minister Amit Shah‟s assurance that no State would lose seats under a 
proposed expansion, Mr. Tharoor termed the “50% formula” a “precarious political 
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assurance”, not a constitutional guarantee. 

                                                                   ई                   , 

          “50%        ”    “   र र        आ    ”      ,                        

 The legislation, he noted, left the delimitation commission‟s decisions beyond judicial 
review and open to alteration by a simple majority. 

                           र     आ                                              औ      

    र                           

18A.  Harivansh secures third term as RS 
Deputy Chairman 

   र       र                           

   र                     

 Harivansh was elected unopposed for a third 
consecutive term as Deputy Chairman of the Rajya 
Sabha on Friday, making him the first nominated 
member to occupy the chair. 

   र                 र                           

          र                      र           ,          

                                               

 His appointment was lauded by members from 
across party lines. 

                                                  

           ई  

 Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan described it as 
a “resounding affirmation” of the trust Mr. Harivansh 

enjoys across parties. 

          .  . र                                       

                 “  र  र     ”        

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi called his 
election a tribute to his experience and intuitive 
leadership. 

           र                                    औ  

                            

 Leader of the House J.P. Nadda lauded his 
integrity, clarity of thought and dedication to 

democratic values. 

                                    र ,     र           औ                               

              

 Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge termed the election “historic”. 

                                            “        ”        
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18A. Why women‟s reservation cannot wait any longer 

           आर         और                              

India stands at a curious democratic crossroads. 

  र                            र     र         

 It is one of the world‘s most vibrant democracies, marked by high voter participation and 
an increasingly engaged female electorate. 

                                         ,                    र  औ        ई            

                    

 Yet within its legislative institutions, women remain conspicuously underrepresented. 

                                                                  ई     

 This contradiction — between participation and representation — makes a compelling case 
for the immediate implementation of the Women‟s Reservation Bill. 

             —       र  और                 —       आर                              

                             

 This gap has been repeatedly highlighted. 

              -                       

 While Indian women have emerged as a decisive electoral force, their presence in law-
making bodies remains disproportionately low. 

                                                          ,               -                 

                    ई     
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 Nowhere is this imbalance more evident than in the stark difference between State and 
national representation. 

                                            र   और र                                      

 Women constitute, on average, only about 9% of legislators in State Assemblies, while 
their representation in Parliament hovers around 14%-15%. 

        औ    र                           9%          ,                            

     14%-15%              

 This is far from reflecting women‘s share in the total population of the country, which is nearly 
50%. 

                                        50%       र                                   

 This disparity is not just numerical — it is structural. 

                               —       र          

 Over the past two decades, women in India have transformed from passive voters into 
active political participants. 

                 ,                                        र              र               

 ई     

 In several States, female voter turnout now equals or even surpasses that of men. 

 ई                                                                       ई     

 This is a remarkable democratic achievement. 

                                  

 It signals agency, awareness, and a growing sense of political ownership among women. 

                    ,         औ        ई र                                     

 However, this surge in participation has not translated into equivalent gains in 
representation. 

       ,                                                             ई     

Structural faults 

  र          

 The reasons are deeply embedded in the functioning of India‘s political system. 

                  र                     -             ई              

 Political parties act as gatekeepers, and continue to nominate far fewer women candidates 

than men. 

र                                      औ                                               

               

 Electoral politics is resource-intensive, requiring financial backing, networks, and social 
capital — areas where women often face systemic disadvantages. 

       र             -            ,                  ,        और                  

               —                                                                   

 Cultural norms and safety concerns further discourage women from entering the political 

arena. 

                औ    र                                                          औ       

                  

 The result is a cycle of exclusion that reproduces itself with each election. 

              र                      ,                                         

 This is precisely why the Women‟s Reservation Bill is not just desirable but necessary. 

                     आर                                            

 By mandating a fixed share of seats for women in legislatures, it directly addresses the 

structural barriers that prevent fair representation. 

                                                                                       

                                                      

 Critics often argue that such quotas compromise merit or lead to tokenism. 

                             आर                                                      
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 But this argument assumes that the current system is meritocratic, which it clearly is not. 

                                           -आ   र    ,                      

 Access to political power in India is shaped as much by privilege and networks as by 

competence. 

        र                                      र और                                       

            

 Evidence from India‘s own experience with reservation at the local level offers a powerful 

counterpoint. 

       र                                                                           

 In the Panchayati Raj institutions, where seats have been reserved for women, the results 
have been transformative. 

        र            ,                                    ई   ,          र      र          

 Women leaders have not only participated effectively but have also shifted policy priorities 
toward issues such as health, education, water, and sanitation. 

                                                                            ,     ,    

और                                             

 These are not marginal concerns; they are central to human development and economic 
progress. 

                      ;               औ  आ                        

 Moreover, representation has a ripple effect. 

           ,                                   

 When women occupy positions of authority, they challenge entrenched social norms. 

                                 ,                                                 

 Young girls grow up seeing leadership as attainable. 

                           र                             

 Families and communities begin to accept women‘s public roles more readily, and over time, 
this creates a pipeline of future leaders. 

       औ                                                                         , औ  

                                                         

 Reservation, therefore, is not a permanent solution but a catalytic intervention; one that 
helps correct historical imbalances and sets the stage for a more equitable system. 

           ई                           र          ;                                  

                  औ                                         

On State legislatures and Parliament 

र              और       र 

 The comparison between State Assemblies and Parliament further underscores the 
urgency of the reform. 

र              और                          र                 औ                     

    

 If representation is as low as 9% at the State level, it indicates that the problem is even more 
severe at the grassroots of legislative power. 

             र    र  र      9%   ,                                              र    

औ                    

 State governments play a critical role in shaping policies around healthcare, education, 
law and order, and local development, which directly affect citizens‘ daily lives. 

र    र  र     ,     ,      -     और                                             

                        ,                                                   

 The near absence of women in these decision-making bodies means that half the 

population has a limited voice in shaping them. 

        -                                                                           
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 At the national level, the slightly higher figure of 14%-15% in Parliament is often cited as 

progress. 

            ,         14%-15%                                                           

 But this too falls short of global benchmarks and democratic ideals. 

                        औ            आ              

 A representative democracy must reflect the diversity of its people, not just in theory but in 

practice. 

                                                                                          

                      

 The underrepresentation of women weakens the legitimacy and inclusiveness of India‘s 
democratic institutions. 

                                                         औ                     

         

 Timing is another crucial factor. 

   -     र                           

 India is undergoing rapid social and economic transformation. 

                 और आ       र                            

 More women are entering higher education, joining the workforce, and asserting their 
rights. 

                                      ,                           औ            र           

           

 Their aspirations are evolving faster than the institutions meant to represent them. 

     आ                                                            ,                          

                

 Delaying the implementation of the Women‟s Reservation Bill risks widening this gap, and 
will lead to frustration and disengagement. 

      आर                                         औ                    र    और         

            

 Some argue that political parties should voluntarily field more women candidates instead of 
relying on legislative mandates. 

                       र                                                                    

                                          

 While this is a desirable goal, past experience suggests that voluntary measures have not 

been effective. 

                        ,                                                             

 Despite repeated promises, the proportion of women candidates has remained low. 

   -                                   र                               

 Structural problems require structural solutions, and reservation is one such solution. 

  र                      र                    , औ                            

Deepening democracy 

                     

 At its core, the argument for the Women‟s Reservation Bill is about deepening democracy. 

     ,       आर                                                           

 High turnout among women voters is a sign of democratic vitality, but true empowerment 
requires a seat at the decision-making table. 

                                                           ,                        

         -                                

 Moving from participation to representation is the next logical step in India‘s democratic 
evolution. 

      र                                                                        

 There is also a strong developmental argument. 
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 Research across countries shows that gender-inclusive governance leads to better 
outcomes — more equitable policies, improved social indicators, and sustainable 
growth. 

                                                                           —           

       ,                      औ             

 In a country as diverse and complex as India, excluding half the population from political 
leadership is not just unjust, it is inefficient. 

                औ                            र                                  

           ,                

 India has already shown that institutional reform can drive social change. 

                                        र           र                          

 The success of reservation in local governance demonstrates that change is possible when 
there is political will. 

                                               र                      ,            

         

 Extending this principle to State Assemblies and Parliament is not a radical step, it is a 
necessary progression. 

             र              और                        ई             ,     

              

 Ultimately, the question is not whether India is ready for the Women‟s Reservation Bill, it is 

whether its democracy can afford to wait any longer for women‘s reservation; the gap 
between participation and representation is too large to ignore. 

                                    आर                                 ,                 

                                   औ                  ;       र  और                 

                                                     

 India‘s democratic journey has been remarkable, but it remains incomplete. 

                                     ,                          

 Bridging this gap requires bold action. 

                                            

 Implementing the Women‟s Reservation Bill immediately is not just about fairness — it is 
about building a more representative, responsive, and resilient democracy. 

      आर                                                   —            

          र ,   र     और                                      

GS Paper II: International Relations 18 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18A Iran declares the Strait of Hormuz open; Trump says U.S. blockade will continue 

  र                                       ;                 र              र  

र     
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18A. Iran declares the Strait of Hormuz 
open; Trump says U.S. blockade will 

continue 

  र                                   

    ;                 र              र  

र     

 A day after U.S. President Donald Trump 
announced a 10-day ceasefire between Israel and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, Iran said on Friday the 
Strait of Hormuz is ―completely open‖ for 
commercial vessels for the remainder of the two-
week U.S.-Iran truce. 

     र   र                                   र    

और                 10-            र      

                   , ई                        

                                  र  - र   

       र                                ―         

    ‖     

 Mr. Trump ―thanked‖ Iran for reopening the 
waterway but said the U.S. blockade of Iranian 
ports would continue until there is a deal between 
Tehran and Washington. 

                                       ई       

―     ‖     ,               र       र       र 

    र                                      र   

और                                      

 Oil prices fell on Friday after the strait was 
declared open. 

                                              

                            ई  

 ―In line with the ceasefire in Lebanon, the 
passage for all commercial vessels through the 
Strait of Hormuz is declared completely open for 

the remaining period of the ceasefire, on the 
coordinated route as already announced by Ports 

and Maritime Organisation of Iran,‖ Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi wrote in a social 

media post on Friday. 

 ―               र           ,                                                      

                                                     ,                  र         र    और 

                                       ,‖                  र                              

             

 About 20% of the world‟s crude oil supply passed through the strait, which links the 
Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea, before the U.S. and Israel launched 

their war on Iran. 

 ई               औ                                ,                20%            आ      

                       ,      र                          औ   र     र              

 The waterway also carries a significant share of global LNG exports, mainly from Qatar. 

                                                         ,             र     

 After the war broke out, Iran took control of the waterway. 

                    , ई                                                

 Daily ship traffic through the Strait fell sharply, dropping from more than 100 vessels a day to 

single digits. 
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                                             ,           100                        

                  

 Mr. Trump welcomed Iran‘s decision. 

            ई                              

 ―Iran has just announced that the Strait of Hormuz is fully open and ready for full passage. 
Thank you,‖ he said in a post in capital letters. 

 ―ई                                           र   र          औ                            

         ,‖                                 

 He also said Iran, ―with the help of the US, has removed or is removing all sea mines‖ in the 

waterway. 

                     ई       ―                 ‖                             र                 

                  

 ―Iran has agreed to never close the Strait of Hormuz again. It will no longer be used as a 

weapon against the world,‖ he added. 

           , ―ई                                                                          

                                                       ‖ 

 Mr. Trump, however, said the U.S. blockade of Iranian ports, which he announced on April 
12, ―will remain in full force and effect.., until such time as our transaction with Iran is 100% 

complete.‖ 

        ,                   12                र       र       र     र            ―              

औ             ,          ई                        100%                   ‖ 

 ―This process should go very quickly in that most of the points are already negotiated‖. 

 ―                                                                                        ‖ 

 The U.S. Central Command has said it has enforced a complete blockade of ships going to 

and coming from Iranian ports, though shipping data suggest some Iran-linked ships have 
crossed the U.S. blockade. 

     र                                 ई                     -                                       

     ,                                           ई                                                

 France and Britain said on Friday that they will lead a multinational mission to ensure 
freedom of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz, while emphasising the force would be entirely 

defensive and only deployed once lasting peace in the region was agreed. 

      और                                                                                

         र                         , औ                                        औ         

                                       

 The war in Lebanon was a key sticking point in the U.S.-Iran ceasefire that was announced 
on April 8. 

 8                   र  - र        र                                              

 Iran said Lebanon was covered under the ceasefire agreement, but Israel initially rejected it 
and said its war against Hezbollah would continue. 

 ई                                                   ,                                       

     औ                                                

 Mr. Trump said last week that he had asked Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to 

scale back attacks on Lebanon. 

                                                                                            

                

 On April 14, the U.S. held talks between Israel and Lebanese government officials in 

Washington. 

 14                                       औ           र  र        र                  

   ई  

 On Thursday, after announcing the 10-day ceasefire in Lebanon, Mr. Trump said he would 
invite Mr. Netanyahu and Lebanese President Joseph Aoun to Washington for the first high-
level summit between the two countries. 

                     10-            र                  ,                                औ  

                        आ                                -                                 
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 Israel said on Thursday it would halt attacks on Lebanon but its troops would stay in the 
seized territory in southern Lebanon. 

                                                    ,                                      

                     

 Brent crude futures were down roughly 10% on Friday, extending earlier losses, at below 
$90 a barrel. 

                              10%       90    र       र                

 The U.S. benchmark WTI was also down 10% at around $82 a barrel. 

              WTI         10%            82    र       र            

GS Paper III: Economy 18 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18A PNGRB close to finalising bids for four LPG pipelines 

       आर     र                                                     र   

18A „Bengaluru is India base choice for 7 of top 10 AI firms‟ 

 „         र          10  आ                 7             ‟ 

18A Banking FDI for nuclear power projects on cards 

  र     ऊ      र                          आ         र  
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18A. PNGRB close to finalising bids for four LPG pipelines 

       आर     र                                                     र   

 The suo motu proposal for the pipeline infrastructure is part of the Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB)‘s objective of doing away with road transportation of 
bulk LPG by 2030. 

                              र                 और                         (PNGRB) 

                     ,       2030                        र             र         

    

 Seeking to further strengthen the infrastructure of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and 
ensure storage through pipeline infrastructure, the PNGRB informed on Friday that it was in 
the process of concluding bid proposals of four such pipelines. 

            र       औ             औ                          र                     , 

                                      र                                                    

    

 Collectively, the four pipelines would span across approximately 2,500 kilometres and attract 
an investment of about ₹12,500 crore. 

                              2,500        र               औ       ₹12,500  र      

                    

 The suo motu tendering of the overall LPG pipeline infrastructure is part of the regulator‘s 

broader objective. 

                                 र                                               
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 ― As part of the initiative, nine LPG pipeline projects were identified for development. 

 ―                                   र                                  ई  

 PNGRB initiated suo motu proposal and carried out bidding of these pipelines,‖ the regulator 
said in a statement. 

                                    औ                                       ,‖        

                

 ―Currently, PNGRB is in the process of concluding bid proposals of four pipelines,‖ it added. 

 ―                       र                                                      ,‖            

 The first pipeline is from Telangana‟s Cherlapally to Nagpur in Maharashtra. 

                             र            र            र          

 The second from Maharashtra‟s Shikrapur to Hubli in Karnataka and thereon to Goa. 

                   र             र                                          

 The third from Odisha‟s Paradip to Chhattisgarh‟s Raipur. 

                           र                  र    र          

 The fourth from Uttar Pradesh‟s Jhansi to Uttarakhand‟s Sitaraganj. 

                 र                    र            र             

 Other than expanding on the infrastructure, the regulator emphasised that the pipeline 
infrastructure would enable storing the hydrocarbon cooking and alternative automobile 
gas through pipelines. 

                        ,                                                                  

और                                           

 So that they could be utilised in times of crisis, and avert the accidental risks associated 

with transportation by road. 

          आ                              औ                                             

     

 ―These pipelines would not only improve safety and efficiency in the supply chain, but would 
also prove to be more economical over other modes of transportation,‖ it added. 

 ―                                      र   और             ,                               

                        ,‖           

 PNGRB also said that averting road transportation via pipelines would help reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

                                                                                    

      

 Separately, the regulator informed that State-owned IndianOil had won the bid for laying, 
building, operating and expanding the Kochi - Kanyakumari Thoothukudi Natural Gas 
pipeline. 

       ,                     र  र                         -       र -       र  

                              ,        औ                           

 The proposed pipeline covers approximately 425 km with a system capacity of 6.84 
MMSCMD, including the common carrier capacity. 

                      425                औ            6.84 MMSCMD     ,            

   र र                   
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18A.  „Bengaluru is India base choice for 7 
of top 10 AI firms‟ 

 „         र          10  आ                 7 

            ‟ 

 Seven out of the top 10 AI firms globally 
chose Bengaluru as their base, said Karnataka IT 
Minister Priyank Kharge, pointing to firms such as 
Anthropic and Mistral AI. 

                10  आ                 7                   

            ,            ई                         , 

औ                     आ                          

      

 Mr. Kharge was speaking on the sidelines of a 
roadshow in the national capital to promote the 
Bangalore Tech Summit, due to be held in November. 

                                  र                  

      ,                                                     

           

 ―We have the third highest talent penetration 
in the world for AI,‖ Mr. Kharge told The Hindu in an 
interview. 

 ―  ई                                                     

            ,‖                            

 ―That‘s why we have got the Nipuna 
Karnataka initiative, where we are encouraging 

companies to tie up with the government. 

 ―                                        ,          

                                                         

 They give the curriculum for training, and we 
make our human resources the most employable 

ones across the world.‖ 

                               औ               

                                                  ‖ 

 Asked about the growing integration of AI into 
the IT industry, Mr. Kharge said it was prudent to be 

cautious. 

  ई            आ              र                  

                                      

 ―It‘s not a leap of faith,‖ he said. 

 ―                   ,‖             

 ―It needs to be a calculated risk because we 

have seen how it works in other ecosystems.‖ 

 ―         -    र                           

                                                     

   ‖ 

 ―You have seen what‘s happened in the US 
with respect to Anthropic, and with respect to 

ChatGPT…‖ 

 ―                    र              औ                        …‖ 

 ―We need to tread a little more cautiously. 

 ―         औ                            

 Speed is important, but I think with caution.‖ 

               ,                          ‖ 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
8 

 On power and water requirements for data centres, Mr. Kharge said that the government 
was thinking of sustainability in their roll-out. 

         र              और           र                              र                  

               

 ―Two years back, we didn‘t have a stabilised liquid cooling technology; now people are 
using that,‖ Mr. Kharge said. 

 ―                                                    ;                            ,‖      

        

 ―People are confident that no, we don‘t need to be such water guzzlers.‖ 

 ―                                         र                        ‖ 

 ―Now there are edge and other types of data centres that are leveraging these things.‖ 

 ―      और       र            र                               ‖ 

 ―Any emerging technology needs to be sustainable.‖ 

 ―  ई                               ‖ 

 ―We are having consultations with the energy department, the water resource department, 
and more importantly with stakeholders on what they think should be our roadmap,‖ Mr. 
Kharge said. 

 ―   ऊ         ,                 औ                                                     

             ,‖              

 On AI use in the State government, Mr. Kharge said that databases first needed sorting out. 

               आ                                                                 

 ―Every day, someone comes and says: look, this is what we can do for the government, from 
citizen delivery systems to grievance management to property identification…‖ 

 ―         ई     ई        औ                                 र        ,              

औ                              …‖ 

 ―All right, but I think e-governance is dead,‖ he said. 

 ―      ,                        -                   ,‖             

 ―We need to get into intelligent governance, where we stabilize the data sets, pick what 

verticals we want to see innovations in.‖ 

 ―                                   ,                             औ                         

               ‖ 

 ―Right now, everything is in silos.‖ 

 ―              -                ‖ 

 ―The idea is to ensure that we come up with a framework for the government itself.‖ 

 ―                   र  र                           ‖ 

 ―The medical education department is doing something with their data, the health department 
is trying…‖ 

 ―                                            ,                            …‖ 

 ―But you can‘t work in silos.‖ 

 ―         -                                   ‖ 

 ―So we‘re trying to see how and which departments can be accelerated, especially if I am able 
to deliver better governance.‖ 

 ―                                                                          ,          र 

                 ‖ 
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18A. Banking FDI for nuclear power 
projects on cards 

  र     ऊ      र                      

    आ         र  

 Initiatives to secure infusion of foreign 
direct investment (FDI) and from the banking 
sector to finance nuclear power projects are in 
the pipeline and headed for inter-ministerial 
consultation, informed Seema Jain, Member of 
Finance at the Department of Atomic Energy 
(DAE). 

                  (FDI) औ                 र     

ऊ      र                                        

   औ        र-         र                         , 

            र     ऊ          (DAE)            

                

 Speaking at the inaugural session of the 
Workshop on the SHANTI Act, 2025 here, she 

said. 

      SHANTI Act, 2025                           

                        

 ―Financing will require all sorts of 
innovative measures to happen so that the kind of 

money and financial space is made for the sector.‖ 

 ―                                र            

                                       औ  

                      ‖ 

 ―For that, banking FDI initiatives are also 
in the pipeline, the Atomic Energy Commission 

has already approved the FDI policy, and is now going for inter-ministerial consultations,‖ 

Ms. Jain added. 

 ―                    आ                    ,  र     ऊ    आ                 ई         

                  औ           र-         र                     ,‖              

 Earlier in her address, Ms. Jain had observed that considering a standard baseline cost 
requirement for setting up of a nuclear reactor is about ₹22 crore per megawatt. 

                                    र      र  र                              ₹22  र   

                

 Instituting 100 gigawatts of nuclear energy-based power would require about ₹20 lakh crore 
financing. 

 100                ऊ                                        ₹20      र              

                

GS Paper III: Environment  18 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18A SC warns Rajasthan, M.P., U.P. over illegal mining in Chambal sanctuary 

               र     ,  . .,  . .             र               र            
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18A. SC warns Rajasthan, M.P., U.P. over illegal mining in Chambal sanctuary 

               र     ,  . .,  . .             र               र            

 The Supreme Court on Friday said it would not hesitate to take the extraordinary step of 
deploying paramilitary forces to curb illegal sand mining in the ecologically fragile and 
protected National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary if the States of Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh fail to take ―concrete measures‖ to tackle the menace within a 
month, by the next date of hearing on May 11. 

                                        र                            औ                   

                                           औ         र                      र          

र                     ,            , र      और   र          11                 ई 

                    ―        ‖               

 The warning was part of a 28-page order passed by a Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and 
Sandeep Mehta, which took suo motu cognisance of illegal sand mining within the 

sanctuary, resulting in severe degradation of critical wildlife habitats, including that of the 
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endangered gharials. 

                              औ                                28-      आ              , 

                     र                        ,                           ,         

                                            

 Justice Mehta, who pronounced the operative part of the order in the courtroom, cautioned 
that the court would not only impose a complete ban on sand mining in the States but also 
impose “heavy penalties” on them for failing to safeguard critical habitats and the vital river 
ecosystem. 

               ,                                        ,                                      

                                                    औ                                    

        “  र         ”            

 ―The continued degradation of natural resources and fragile ecosystems for short-term gains 
and greed, coupled with administrative indifference, cannot be countenanced in a system 
governed by the rule of law,‖ the court said. 

             , ―            औ                               औ                          

          ,                        ,                                          ‖ 

 The court said the States‘ explanations about sand mining happening right under their very 
noses reeked of apathy, tacit connivance and even a sense of helplessness in the face of 

the ―superior firepower‖ and acts of lawlessness of the miners. 

                                                                      ,         ,     

        औ                          ―                ‖ औ                          र     

           

 The order referred to brutal murders of forest guards by sand miners in Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan. 

                 और र                                                               

          

 Harikesh Gurjar was crushed under a truck by sand miners while trying to halt an illegal 
mining operation in Morena district of Madhya Pradesh on April 8. 

  र         र    8                      र                                                 

                                    

 Earlier this year in January, Jitendra Singh Shekhawat, another forest guard, this time in 
Dholpur district in Rajasthan, was killed using the same modus operandi while trying to stop 

miners‘ vehicles from fleeing. 

           र    ,                                                  र                   

                                                                         

Slams unpreparedness 

     र          र     र 

 ―The disclosure [by the State of Madhya Pradesh] that forest officials do not possess the 
necessary equipment, more specifically, adequate weaponry, to effectively deal with the sand 
mafia, who are reportedly armed with superior weaponry and modern vehicles exposes a 
shocking state of unpreparedness and a lack of institutional will… The State cannot be 

permitted to plead helplessness,‖ the court said. 

             , ―        र                                                    ,       

                          ,          र                                      ,                   

औ                         ,     र         औ                                   …     

                                                  ‖ 

 Issuing a series of directions, the court ordered Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar 
Pradesh to install high-resolution and Wi-Fi enabled CCTV cameras in areas affected by 

sand mining and ensure that live visuals from these cameras are fed directly to the offices of 
the district police chiefs and divisional forest officers. 

                                                   , र      और   र                   

                            - र       और    -        CCTV    र        औ              

                                           औ                                       
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 Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan should initiate a pilot project to install GPS tracking 
devices on vehicles used for mining in Morena and Dholpur districts. 

         और र           र    और      र                                           GPS 

           र                          र                      

 The data from these devices must be accessible to the District Magistrates and the police. 

                                     औ                                

 The three States have been directed to file reports by the next date of hearing on the 
feasibility of establishing dedicated control rooms in districts near the sanctuary. 

                          ई                                                            

                                                    

 Any vehicle or machinery found involved in illegal mining must be seized immediately and all 
those involved prosecuted without delay. 

                                                                             औ       

                                                         

 The States have also been directed to constitute joint patrol teams in districts in and around 

the sanctuary. 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


