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‘nglish is taught as a subject in engineer-
E ing courses, B.Sc, B.Com, BA, and sev-

eral other others. So those who opt for
English have better job opportunities in
both the government and private sectors. We

many as 1091 UG and PG combinations with zero enrolment have been dosed. while new ones are takis

Changing job market
tweaks students’ choices

As students choose courses and combinations that are more likely to fetch them jobs, many traditional courses are seeing no or minimum enrolent. As
their place, writes Jayanth R.

One student each is enrolled in 18 combinations
in more than 10 other government first grade
colleges.

Job-oriented courses

study law, optional Kannada and other subjects.
Now that State Education Policy (SEP) is imple-
mented. a similr approach car be adopted: he
said.

Further he stated that, for any course to be at-

rolment may be inevitable, new courses and
combinations are also being offered.” he said.

He pointed out that in 2023, about 15,000
seats were sanctioned for all degree colleges in
the State. However, almost all these seats were
withdrawn due to lack of admission. Instead,
about 20,000 seats have been approved for other
courses including BBA, BCA, Journalism, Hospi-
tality and other courses. “Closing zero enrolment
courses only means that we are trying to focus
‘more on courses that are newly emerging and are
in demand. If we do not introduce new courses,
students will turn to private colleges by paying fat

fees”

50% fee reduction

Meanwhile, more than 15,000 seats remained va-
cant in engineering colleges across the State in
the 202526 academic year. Students are particu-
larly hesitant to enroll in core subjects such as ci-
vil, mechanical, automobile, and electrical engi-
neering. In this context, the State government
had reduced fees by 50% in the 2025-26 academic

have good infrastructure and excellent faculty in It is the hope of finding a job in an increasingly | tractive to students, those courses should be in- | year to attract students.
the English department too. Yet, no student has hat | toush market that is atiracting many students o- jsciplinary, intra-disciplinary, disch 50% for core e
enrolled for MA in English this year, said the prin- | COUrSeS U wards hybrid courses to meet the emerging tech- | plinary, multi-disciplinary and trans-disciplinary. | gineering subjects in government and aided engi-
cipal of a Government First Grade College in | S6UJ0DSThe | )00 noeds As a result, Artificial Intelligence | Intra-disciplinary means dividing the same sub- | neering colleges, including mechanical and civil
Bengaluru. mindsetof | (a1, Machine Learning (ML), Robatics, Block- | ject into two and allowing a student to pick both. | engineering. But even then students did not en-
A faculty member of University Visvesvarya | parentsand | chain and other technology-based arts and com- | Inter-disciplinary means combining two subjects | roll in the expected number. Instead, only 15%
College of Engineering (UVCE) in the heart of the | studentshas | merce courses are in big demand, evenas thede- | that are traditionally not studied together. Trans- | more admissions were made compared to pre-
city lamented, “Our college, being developed on | changed. mand for traditional courses and combinatonsis | disciplinary means the subject is reqmmd 0 be | vious years. Huwe\er, larger number of stu-
the IIT model, is providing quality engineering | ¢y rendy, ‘waning in arts, commerce and science streams. studied by all and all d dent: d o enroll in th
education. Earlier, there was a huge demand for [ oo o Enrolment has also declined in private colleg- | For example, climate change, he argued, should | Dr. Sudhakar hoped.
Post Graduate Electronics and Communication | * P es for such courses, especially in humanities. As | be studied irrespective of combinations. In the It is in this context that the Higher Education
Engineering seats. But no student has enrolled in | {0 hybrid aresult, several private colleges have cancelled | Inter-disciplinary courses students can learn, Al | Department has lunched four new Apprentice-
it this year. There are no students in PG courses | COursesare ‘many core combinations, including History, Eco- | and law, law and engineering, and so on. ship Embedded Degree/Diploma  Pro-
of Control and Instrumeniation, Power and Ener- | becoming nomics, Sociology, Political Science in the hu- “Similarly, if social science courses are blend- | grammes (AEDPs) in 45 government first grade
more ‘manities department ed with science subjects, it becomes more attrac- | colleges in 21 districts in 2024-25 academic year.

gy System, Thermal Science Engineering, etc.
either”

This story - of waning interest in certain sub-
jects and combinations - repeats across colleges
in Karnataka, not restricted to only government-
run colleges.

Continuing courses with zero or single-digit
admissions has become a challenge for the go-
vernment. Responding to a question in the re-
cent Legislature session by Legislative Council
member K. Vivekananda, Higher Education Mi-
nister M.C. Sudhakar said that a review is being
conducted to withdraw courses zero admis-
sions for the last three years from 2026:27.

Zero enrolment combinations

There are 440 government first-grade colleges
under Collegiate Education Department in the
State where there was zero enrolment for 1,091
Under Graduate (UG) combinations for the year
2025-26. Single-digit enrolments were registered
in 190 combinations.

No students were enrolled in 170 Post Grad-
uate (PG) courses in government first-grade col-
leges. And, single-digit students have enrolled in
47 PG courses.

The largest number of colleges with zero en-
rolment and single-digit enrolment are in tier-2,
tier-3 cities and rural areas. Enrolment has also
fallen in many government first-grade colleges in
tier-] cities, including Bengaluru and Mysuru,

100,

Among the UG and PG courses where students
have not enrolled, Optional Kannada, History,
Economics, Political Science, and Social Science
combinations are the most prominent. There are
no students enrolled in several colleges in combi-
nations that have subjects such as Chemistry,
Computer Science, Physics, and Maths in rural
areas and tier-3 cities.

While several combination of BA in subjects -
for example, Kannada, History, Economics, Polit-
ical Science/Sociology - have no takers, even job-
oriented courses such as Computer Science have
no students in many degree colleges.

Three Sanskrit colleges have also seen a signif-
icant drop in admission. Chamarajendra Govern-
ment Samskrita College has more than 20 P
courses that are lying vacant, while Sri Manmah-
araja Samskrita college has 23 courses with zero
enrolment.

Government First Grade College for Women in
Chintamani, the home constituency of Dr. Sud-
hakar, has only one student each enrolled in Che-
misiry, Microbiology, and Zoalogy combinations.

“There is a mad rush for the courses that get
jobs. The mindset of parents and students has
changed. Currently, jobs related to hybrid cours-
es are becoming more available in the job mar-
ket. Therefore, young people are getting attract-
ed towards these courses. We cannot force
students and parents when jobs are of the es-
sence,” said an official of the Karnataka State
Higher Education Council.

“Earlier, Computer Science was a major
course. It included all the subjects including Al
and ML and others. But, now educational institu-
tions have split the same course and made sepa-
rate courses like Artificial Intelligence and Data
Science, Al and ML, ML and Cyber Security and
50 an. Basically, they have mixed and maiched

ing. So, students are joining these cours-
es. Due to this, there is a gap between traditional
and core subjects, and even if there is the best
possible professor for any subject, students are
not enrolling,” the Minister s

Can they be drawn back?
Prof. Venugopal K.R., former Vice-Chancellor of
Bangalore University, asserted that the National
Education Policy (NEP-2020) has best solutions
to attract students to traditional and core sub-
jects and combinations.

“NEP had provision for multidisciplinary
courses. Arts stream students had the uppomm
ity to study science and commerce subjects.
‘milarly, science students had the opportunity |c

tive and students get the opportunity to learn the
subject of their choice,” Prof. Venugopal stated,
arguing that it is the only way to ensure survival
of all subjects, bath new and old.

Tweaking engineering

“Earlier the same situation prevailed in engineer.
ing courses. Since engineering graduates did not
have hybrid courses, it was difficult to get a job. In
this context, electronics was embedded to me-
chanical engineering and mechatronics was
made. Computer science, Al, robotics, ML and
other courses have been blended with mechani-
cal and civil engineering to make it more attrac-
tive. This is also creating more job opportunities.
Al and other technologies have been implement-
ed in all disciplines including Arts, Commerce,
Science,” Prof. Venugopal pointed out.

Similarly, humanities courses should also be
blended and provided with opportunities to
learn. For example, if courses that solve social
problems such as para-engineering, para-social
science, para-commerce, clinical psychology are
implemented on the model of para-medical
courses, there will be more demand for these
combinations,” he said.

Dr. Sudhakar said that being aware of this is-
sue, government colleges are also attempting a si-
milar pattern. “We also have to compete in offer-
ing mew courses according to the changed
situation and technology. Therefore, while clos-
ing some courses and combinations with zero en-

18A. Changing job market tweaks students’ choices
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The four new degree programmes are B.Com in
retail, logistics, e-commerce and banking finance
services and insurance.

In response to increased demand from stu-
dents, it has extended the AEDP in B.Com cours-
es to 85 government first-grade colleges across
the State for the 202526 academic year. In addi-
tion, the paid apprenticeship, which was limited
tw the sixth semester earlier for AEDP pro-
grammes, has been extended to the fifth semes-
ter as well. Under this programme, students will
pursue a regular college education in the first and
second year and undergo apprenticeship training
with companies in their final year. The students
will get a stipend ranging from 8,000 to
118,000. “There has been a huge demand for
Commerce courses due to the AEDP programme.
Some colleges have 2 to 3 sections. There is a de-
mand for BBA, BCA even in rural areas. There-
fore, it is sensible for government degree colleges
to close courses for which there is no admission,”
Dr. Sudhakar stated.

Monica, a B.Com. student of a private college
in Bengaluru, said that the number of students in
the commerce section is more compared to the
Science and Arts sections. “Naturally, students
choose courses that offer job opportunities. If
‘more emphasis is placed on skill development
along with graduation at the college level, it will
be easier for students to get jobs in the future. Al-
s0, ifnew courses are adopted as per the needs of
current technology and industry demand, it will
be more beneficial,” she said.

Fresh look at arts strems
There is also a plan to revitalise humanities
courses by taking a fresh look at what is on offer.
“Earlier, many who graduated in Arts tended
to appear in Civil Service Exams (CSE), including
Indian Adminisirative Service (IAS) and Karnata-
ka Administration Service (KAS), and other such.
‘However, now, medical, engineering, B.Sc (Agri),
and veterinary science graduates are being se-
lected in large numbers in these exams. There-
fore, steps have been taken to implement a skill
development programmes for Arts, Science, and
Commerce students at the UG level. In addition,
emphasis has been placed on English language
learning. In this regard, Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) have been signed with several
multinational companies and foreign universi-
ties. Also, there are some plans to provide train-
ing for competitive exams at the graduation le-
vel,” the Minister said.

e As students choose courses and combinations that are more likely to fetch them jobs, many
traditional courses are seeing no or minimum enrolment.

SO BT T UTSUshH g 38 § Sl 38 Al faall Tdb, g URUN® UTSushHl & ATHidG
TR 91 9gd $H 81 T B

e Asmany as 1,091 UG and PG combinations with zero enrolment have been closed, while
new ones are taking their place, writes Jayanth R.
$d 1,091 ATAD 3R TG o R A o, 98 X fAU U §, Jafes 3ot
SATE -TU B 7 IQ §, Ty 3R, feradl &

e English is taught as a subject in engineering courses, B.Sc, B.Com, BA, and several other
others.
3ol gefraf, &t vl &t 3., fiv 3R &2 3 UreusHl | UeT Sl B

e Sothose who opt for English have better job opportunities in both the government and
private sectors.
ST SFIST A aTal & U IRBIRT 3R Fit & & SgR Ikt & g gld ¢ |

e We have good infrastructure and excellent faculty in the English department too.
TR U SIS faumT & sre1 gfame efan $ik Sy g o 51

e Yet, no student has enrolled for MA in English this year, said the principal of a Government
First Grade College in Bengaluru.
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R 1t 59 T THu 3Tl # B8 B A gl g3, STAe & Udh IRBRI TYH J07 Hias &
g = g

A faculty member of University Visvesvarya College of Engineering (UVCE) in the heart of
the city lamented.

IR & hx H (YT ARIE & T R1& = g@ Siam|

“Our college, being developed on the IIT model, is providing quality engineering education.
“GHRT Bicrol anéeniﬁmmmﬁo‘mw% Wﬁﬁnﬁnﬁr&n%w%l
Earlier, there was a huge demand for Post Graduate Electronics and Communication
Engineering seats.

gl disht Saaeiiad R Frgfrbe Sohfrafar 3t dict ot ard wim oy

But no student has enrolled in it this year.

A1 39 98 3UH Plg B THifdbd Tel ga|

There are no students in PG courses of Control and Instrumentation, Power and Energy
System, Thermal Science Engineering, etc. either.”

a@:r@q;ggﬁ%m TR TS Ui Rived, yife argw geitf~afin o9 dish st & o i
3 ”

This story — of waning interest in certain subjects and combinations — repeats across colleges
in Karnataka, not restricted to only government-run colleges.

Ug BEM! - $S AV} 3R TGS & gedt 3R - RN Peafed $ Plosl § G o &1 7, badt
wrﬁaﬂaa‘rawﬁrlﬁaﬁ%l

Continuing courses with zero or single-digit admissions has become a challenge for the
government.

I 1 TH A 3 AHH a1t DR STRT G IRBR o 104 AT & 77 ¢ |

Responding to a question in the recent Legislature session by Legislative Council member K.
Vivekananda, Higher Education Minister M.C. Sudhakar said that a review is being
conducted to withdraw courses with zero admissions for the last three years from 2026-27.

faer aRue Yew &, fadee & Uy IR, I g 43 va 3T, GuTdHe - &gl fos Ued &=
qu § YT ATHIG T B B 2026-27 F G & o1T Tt &1 o1 I8! 81

Zero enrolment combinations
I AHiS aTel Sarer

There are 440 government first-grade colleges under Collegiate Education Department in
the State where there was zero enrolment for 1,091 UG combinations for the year 2025-26.
1o H 440 IR gyH Foft diael & 2025-26 & o7 1,091 Tkt TSI § I AHIGA
R

Single-digit enrolments were registered in 190 combinations.

190 TSI & Uehd 3ich i ol fdba T

No students were enrolled in 170 PG courses in government first-grade colleges.

BRI Bicrol & 170 Fiolt BT & Bis S AHifhd ol gl

And, single-digit students have enrolled in 47 PG courses.

3R 47 dioht ST B Uehd 3fc B AHifdd gUl

The largest number of colleges with zero enrolment and single-digit enrolment are in tier-2,
tier-3 cities and rural areas.

T 31 YT 3R HH AMHIG aldt dicrel feaR-2, fear-3 3rex ik urefior =i 4 §1
Enrolment has also fallen in many government first-grade colleges in tier-1 cities, including
Bengaluru and Mysuru, too.

TGS 3R AR o fear-1 =e_t # o i wer g

Among the UG and PG courses where students have not enrolled, Optional Kannada,
History, Economics, Political Science, and Social Science combinations are the most
prominent.

forT goft 3R dich w1l & Armic 6) gaon, 39 dwfere was, sfaer, srf=md, Ierifa
fam of T fagme vga €

There are no students enrolled in several colleges in combinations that have subjects such as
Chemistry, Computer Science, Physics, and Maths in rural areas and tier-3 cities.
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Irfior SR feTR-3 &Ff o Jmae, duge fagme, ifaast eiR nifvra are TaeT & ot 3 @t
g

e While several combination of BA in subjects — for example, Kannada, History, Economics,
Political Science/Sociology — have no takers.

éﬁg’ SR, srefama, T FIsTaaTeTa ol i Gae & g o 1S w5 el
|

e Even job-oriented courses such as Computer Science have no students in many degree
colleges.
Tg1 a fob HER AT o Sia-3NRUCS B H ft HS Pickon J BH 81 ¢

e Three Sanskrit colleges have also seen a significant drop in admission.
I Hepd erdel § | gax § 4R fRTae oS §

e Chamarajendra Government Samskrita College has more than 20 PG courses that are
lying vacant.

% TRPRI T&Ppd Do 1 20 A e Fieh S @l €1

o While Sri Manmaharaja Samskrita College has 23 courses with zero enrolment.
e ot A HERTS AXpd Bia A 23 B J Y AHIGA g

e Government First Grade College for Women in Chintamani has only one student each
enrolled in Chemistry, Microbiology, and Zoology combinations.
Riamafor & Afear sias & TaRH, geaeia fage iR ol fag= o %o te-ts 83 7|

e One student each is enrolled in 18 combinations in more than 10 other government colleges.
10 3 31 Hictoll § 18 TSI § TH-Udh BT AHIfDd 5|

e Job-oriented courses
TR I4E UTSUshH

o ltis the hope of finding a job in an increasingly tough market that is attracting many students
towards hybrid courses.
HiS B oilg HTdhe | i<l B JAfIC BHT I BT3HS BIF B1 3R MHRd BRI 8|

e As aresult, Artificial Intelligence (Al), Machine Learning (ML), Robotics, Blockchain and
other technology-based courses are in big demand.
Y BRI Al ML, ASHeRT, sATwa- ok S &I YR AT 8

o Demand for traditional courses is waning in arts, commerce and science streams.
TEH, HIAY 3R ArEH A IRURS B B1 AT Ue L |

o “There is a mad rush for the courses that get jobs.
o I & Tept fArerell 8, I7b ey e ol g% & |

e The mindset of parents and students has changed.
HTa-fdT SR B &1 W9 ged TS B

e Currently, jobs related to hybnd courses are becoming more available in the job market.

I  gRiss BId A Se! Al 3t Suce 81 el B

e Therefore, you ng people are getting attracted towards these courses.”
SHRIT g4 37 1T 33 IR SHHTA &1 %3 31
e Can they be drawn back?
FIT I8 AT AT ST HT 82
e Prof. Venugopal K.R. said NEP-2020 has solutions to attract students to traditional subjects.

P 3R, 7 H8T I NEP-2020 & TRURS fawf &Y 3t s & AU B |

e “NEP had provision for multidisciplinary courses.”

“NEP H 9gfauae UraashH &1 UIayT 411"
e Further he stated that courses should be inter-disciplinary, intra-disciplinary, cross-
disciplinary, multi-disciplinary and trans-disciplinary.

3o ®el o P $ex, 3T, v, Aot iR gia-fefifiert 81 =rfsu

Tweaking englneerlng

ESIRCIEUE: ECSIC]

e Earlier the same situation prevailed in engineering courses.

Ugd ggl T Seiifrafier e # off ot

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Now Al, robotics, ML and other courses have been blended with engineering.
3 Al, AT, ML BT SR & Iry SsT T g |

Similarly, humanities courses should also be blended.

Ut TRg Afast ol o f S fovar s e

50% fee reduction

50% X[eh H BT

More than 15,000 seats remained vacant in engineering colleges in 2025-26.
2025-26 H SSAIRIT diciell | 15,000  3iftre i @relt <&

The government reduced fees by 50% to attract students.

WHR A BAT DI BT B & [T B H 50% HHI DI

However, only 15% more admissions were made compared to previous years.
R oft Fad 15% Siftre wa=r gul

The department has launched Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programmes (AEDPS).
fqumT 7 TiifeafRm Tess f$3t W (AEDP) T fau|

Students will get a stipend ranging from ¥8,000 to ¥18,000.

B Pl 28,000 F 18,000 TH Toithl fAeHT

“There has been a huge demand for Commerce courses due to AEDP programme.”

“AEDP & HRU HIAH S Bt HRI AT 1"

Fresh look at arts streams

ATET W W) a1 TR

There is a plan to revitalise humanities courses.

I SR B Aoifad B B A 8|

Earlier, many Arts graduates appeared for Civil Service Exams (IAS, KAS).

Ugd $s 31T B IAS, KAS TRIefsHf § §ird 2|

Now medical, engineering, agriculture graduates are also getting selected.

3§ AfsPa, ?ﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁ'ﬂ P 3 W TFa g w

Steps have been taken for skill development programmes.
Sqaudic T = b T g

MoUs have been signed with multinational companies and foreign universities.

RIS Hufral ok =t fayfaemern & wry wweia gu g

There are also plans to provide training for competitive exams.

gferf wdemalf Bt gt & forw it e 1S TS

GS Paper 1. Geography 18 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

18A |

Fire and smoke

A satellite image shows smoke rising from the Tuapse oil
refinery in Tuapse, Russia. Firefighters continued extinguishing
a blaze more than 24 hours after Ukrainian drone attacks, local
authorities said. The attack on Thursday killed two people,
including a 14-year-old girl.

Ukraine's military said it had struck two oil depots in Russian-
controlled Crimea and infrastructure inTuapse.
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GS Paper Il: Polity

18 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

18A

United Opposition defeats Delimitation Bill

Tyad fauer = uRii= fadas &t wrifora fea

18A

SC asks if judges must rise above religious beliefs in matters of conscience

g P A TBT F1 TR S SR & 7l | uriife ar=rarei 3 SR
IoT A1feT

18A

A violation of ‘one person, one vote, one value’: Shah

T SAfed, TP die, T Yo’ BT Seou: AQ

18A

Delimitation will turn out to be political demonetisation: Tharoor

Rt TR Rsieor §RE 81T 2Rt

18A

Harivansh secures third term as RS Deputy Chairman

ERE A ISTIHT & IUFHTURT & =0 A NIRRT wrfeTa gira foan

18A

Why women'’s reservation cannot wait any longer

Afgensi & Remr A g 3 fadia Y =Y fopaT =i "epdr

United Opposition defeats Delimitation Bill

The Bill falls short of the two-thirds mark of 352 votes, with 298 in favour and 230 against in the House where 528 members were present at the time of voting; Home Minister

Amit Shah warns Opposition that it will face the ‘wrath of women voters, claims opposition to delimitation meant opposition to increasing the number of seats for SCs/STs

Sol !!!!!!! K. Nair Union Territories Laws

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

united Opposition

on Friday defeated

the Constitution
(131st Amendment) Bill,
2026, which sought to re-
distribute Lok Sabha seats
on the basis of the 2011
Census to expedite the im-
plementation of women’s
reservation.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah accused the Op-
position of playing “ruth-
less politics” and warned
that it would face the
“wrath of women” voters.
A total of 298 members
voted in favour of the Bill
and 230 against it, with the
House strength at the time
of voting being 528. It
failed to meet the two-
thirds majority mark of 352
required for a Constitution
Amendment Bill to pass.

Following the defeat,
the government withdrew
two allied legislations — the

(Amendment) Bill, 2026,
and the Delimitation Bill,
2026 — which were linked
to the constitutional
amendment.

The government ex-
tended the Budget session
after a short interlude for
deliberating on these Bills.

Mr. Shah said that the le-
gislative package of three

Opposition joins ha

Opposition parties defeated a

Constitution Amendment Bill which sought
to implement delimitation and increase

Lok Sabha seats based on the 2011

Number

nds

Census

Category ofmpe | Share
In favour 298 |564%
Against 230 [436%

0

House vote: Members of Parliament vote on the

South made its
voice heard,
says Stalin

CHENNAI

After the Bill, introduced by the
BJP-led Union government,
was defeated in the Lok Sabha,
DMK president and Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M. K. Stalin said
the South stood united, made

Bills was aimed at fulfilling _ 0% _ | Constitution Amendment Bill, which was part of a its voice heard and democrac
two objectives — time- Total presentandvoting | 528 | 100% | delimitation legi package, during a special prevailed. » PAGE 3 Y
FourAlGo jon of  Reauired (2/3“majority) | 352 [66.7% | session in New Delhi on Friday. pmi

the women’s reservation
Bill for the 2029 general
election and to apply the
“foundational” democratic
principle of “one person,
one vote and one value”.

Maintaining that the go-
vernment remained com-
mitted to women’s reserva-
tion, Mr. Shah said this was
the “fifth time” that parties
of the Indian National De-
velopmental Inclusive Al-
liance had stalled the legis-
lation.

Congress leader Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra, in post

on X, described the go-
vernment’s move to link
‘women’s reservation with
delimitation based on the
2011 Census as a “hollow
attempt” by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to pro-
ject himself as the “mes-
siah of women™.
Responding to a key Op-
position objection that the
Bill lacked an explicit gua-
rantee that representation
of all States in the Lok Sab-
ha would rise uniformly by
50%, Mr. Shah offered to

move an amendment in-
corporating this assurance
if the House agreed to sus-
pend proceedings for an
hour.

Senior Congress leader
and Kerala MP K.C. Venu-
gopal countered this offer
with two conditions: that
not only should the provi-
sion be written into the
Bill, but the government
should also introduce a
separate amendment de-
linking the implementa-
tion of women’s reserva-

tion from delimitation. Mr.
Shah rejected the second
demand, calling it a “trap”.
He and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had earlier gi-
ven verbal assurances that
all States would see a un-
iform 50% increase in Lok
Sabha seats as the House
goes from the current cap
of 550 to about 850
members.

Mr. Shah accused the
Opposition of manufactur-
ing a north-south divide by
propagating what he called

18A. United Opposition defeats Delimitation Bill

g fauer = ai=iiae fAdas ot wrifora fea

e The Bill falls short of the two-thirds mark of 352 votes, with 298 in favour and 230 against in
the House where 528 members were present at the time of voting.

Ig fadaed 352 Hal & ql-fasTs SgHd ¥ &1 38 T, for 298 Uer & 3R 230 faRty ® die ug,

Said AdeH & THG e H 528 & SUyd Y|

a false narrative that south-
ern States would lose Par-
liamentary representation.
“Southern States have
equal rights in this House
as northern States. In fact,
Lakshadweep has the same
rights as Uttar Pradesh or
Bihar,” he said. Lakshad-
weep has fewer than
50,000 voters.

Making a strong pitch
for delimitation, Mr. Shah
argued that the principle
of “one person, one vote,
one value” has been violat-

ed due to the freeze based
on the 1971 Census. He
pointed out that India’s
population has grown
from about 54.79 crore
then to nearly 140 crore in
2026, leading to stark dis-
parities in constituency siz-
es. Citing Malkajgiri in Te-
langana, which has about
48 lakh voters, he asked
how a single MP could re-
present such a large electo-
rate. Mr. Shah also argued
that epposition to delimita-
tion effectively meant op-
position to increasing the
number of seats reserved
for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

He also addressed Op-
position allegations that
the government was trying
to sidestep the ongoing
caste count while imple-
menting women’s
reservation.

EDITORIAL

» PAGE 6

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGE 4

¢ Home Minister Amit Shah warns the Opposition that it will face the ‘wrath of women
voters’, claiming opposition to delimitation meant opposition to increasing the number of

seats for SCs/STs.

g WA JUf¥ra =g A fauer o et & f 39 afgen wagrars & I o1 [EAT Sl

TS, 3R Fal fos uREu o1 faRiy exr sc/sT el &t I=n 9 &1 fRiy g1
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A united Opposition on Friday defeated the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026,

which sought to redistribute Lok Sabha seats on the basis of the 2011 Census to expedite
the implementation of women’s reservation.

HAR B WA fauef = TfaeT (13141 W=me) fASa®, 2026 o1 wRiford o faar, forge

&= 2011 SRTUFT & SHTYR TR AHIHT Hic! BT TAGaRUT H Afgell ATRETT AL AT |

Union Home Minister Amit Shah accused the Opposition of playing “ruthless politics” and
warned that it would face the “wrath of women” voters.

et T8 T Sifdra =g A faue W it et v &1 oRIY T SR dara & fs
I “HigHT AdGTars & HIEP BT AHAT HAT US|

A total of 298 members voted in favour of the Bill and 230 against it, with the House strength
at the time of voting being 528.

Hd 298 TEH! A [990F & Ue § 3R 230 A faRty ¥ gaeH foar, Siafe AdgH & w99 8-
DI e 528 At

It failed to meet the two-thirds majority mark of 352 required for a Constitution
Amendment Bill to pass.

7 < Wiy Rdae & Tikd 89 & T smaxae 352 & a)-RieTs 9gHd & Ui =g
PR DT |

Following the defeat, the government withdrew two allied legislations — the Union
Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, and the Delimitation Bill, 2026 — which were
linked to the constitutional amendment.

R & dle, WHR A &l Jefdd fadgew — drg MRIa U ST (F=eH) fadas, 2026 iR
i fa g, 2026 — argw o forg, o 59 IR ¥ 98 31

The government extended the Budget session after a short interlude for deliberating on
these Bills.

WHR 7 3 fadge! R Iaf & AT Teie 97 &) A4S SfaR1d & 918 dal faar!

Mr. Shah said that the legislative package of three Bills was aimed at fulfilling two objectives
— time-bound implementation of women’s reservation for the 2029 general election and
applying the “one person, one vote and one value” principle.

ot 7ME A Fel fb i fadae! o1 a8 UareT <l IR &1 IR A & oW o1 — 2029 3MTH gATT &
fore Afgar SMRervr #1 quueg Srai-aa- 3R “TH , TP dle, T e Rigid o
PRATI

Maintaining that the government remained committed to women’s reservation, Mr. Shah
said this was the “fifth time” that parties of the alliance had stalled the legislation.

Higdl $R&U & Ufd Uiddsdl aievid g, o X8 A Fg1 [ I8 “uigdl R 8 97d ToaeH gal +
EftRucacatica i

Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, in a post on X, described the move as a “hollow
attempt” by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to project himself as the “messiah of women”.
B 1 FrRI®T Wieh argT A X R URe T S8 YU s Wit gR1 Qe &I “wfgarsii &1
TR @M &1 “EhRadr ware Jam|

Responding to Opposition objections, Mr. Shah offered to move an amendment ensuring a
uniform 50% increase in representation of all States if proceedings were suspended for an
hour.

faues o1 smufcral & Sare |, 4 218 A T N a1 BT Y fear fored gyt It &
yfaffea & waT 50% gfs IR 1, afe Srdar! ue ue & ferg ®iffid &1 |

Senior Congress leader K.C. Venugopal demanded that the provision be written into the Bill
and that women'’s reservation be delinked from delimitation.

S 31 .. JUETTe 3 T 31 7% g8 rauH fadge § forar S SR Afiger smRemr o)
IR @ srar fpar wime |

Mr. Shah rejected the second demand, calling it a “trap”.

oft =18 J TR AT B “SATer” FdTd gU /RS HR |

He and Prime Minister Narendra Modi had earlier assured that all States would see a 50%
increase in Lok Sabha seats, raising the House strength to about 850 members.

IR SR YU A% W 7 ugd sy o ot fs el It B dieayr el ¥ 50% gfS
BT, R ol TReaT I 850 e B SIuHh|
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Mr. Shah accused the Opposition of creating a north-south divide with a false narrative that
southern States would lose representation.

ot 7118 7 e W IwR-gfdor e Uar a7 ok I8 go1 Rfed Ham &1 SRy T fas
gl It @1 wfafAfera gem|

He said southern States have equal rights as northern states, citing Lakshadweep having
the same rights as Uttar Pradesh or Bihar.

3I5H Fel fos gfaroft Irsal & TuT R &, Sik ISRl faan & dardiu & SiieR IW
W T fIgR & I |

Making a strong pitch, Mr. Shah said the principle of “one person, one vote, one value” has
been violated due to the freeze based on the 1971 Census.

oft =118 A 8T 1971 FTRIUMT WR SR R & HRU “TP Afad, Th die, Th Jed”
fgid &1 I g g

He noted India’s population has grown from 54.79 crore to nearly 140 crore in 2026, creating
disparities in constituency sizes.

IR FAMT o URA BT TG 54.79 BRIG U TGHR 2026 W TTHT 140 FRIS 81 7% ©,
a9 fafem &t o sRmHaT 961 3

Citing Malkajgiri in Telangana with about 48 lakh voters, he questioned how one MP could
represent such a large electorate.

IEI AGTTET & HABTSIRT BT IR0 S §Y, ST TTHT 48 ARA HeGHdl 8, IDT [ T
TGS 3 53 & BT Ui I B Tobel g

Mr. Shah argued that opposing delimitation means opposing an increase in seats for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

%ﬁﬁwgﬁ%wﬁwﬁﬁmwﬁﬁamamamﬁaﬁ?aa@amﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁq@
o1 faR1y g

He also addressed allegations that the government was trying to sidestep the ongoing caste
count while implementing women’s reservation.

I6I- U RGBT 1} SfaTe e fob TRBR Al SHREUT AR dXd T Id Xg! STfeRTe T
CIEERE A CRR
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SC asks if judges must rise
above religious beliefs
in matters of conscience

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day sought a clarification
from senior advocate and
jurist Rajeev  Dhavan
whether judges, function-
ing as a constitutional
court, must rise above
their own personal reli-
gious consciousness while
called on to examine mat-
ters of freedom of
conscience.

The question came from
Justice Ahsanuddin Ama-
nullah, who is a member of
the nine-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant hearing
the Sabarimala review case
primarily on the extent to
which courts could judi-
cially review religious prac-
tices, and whether an “in-
quisitorial” scrutiny would
be a breach of Article 25
(freedom of conscience
and free profession, prac-
tice and propagation of re-
ligion) and Article 26 (right
to manage religious
affairs).

“You said freedom of
conscience has a very wide
amplification. Are you
hinting that as judges, as a
constitutional court, reli-
gion and conscience can-

not be equated as religion
may be personal to me, but
then when I have to judge,
[ have to rise above that re-
ligious consciousness to a
level where I balance it
with constitutional provi-
sions and see the larger
picture emerging from it?”
Justice Amanullah asked
Mr. Dhavan.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna,
also on the Bench, asked if
Mr. Dhavan was arguing
that “conscience was so-
mething larger than reli-
gion” or whether con-
science should take its
colour from religion. She
asked if conscience and re-
ligion were co-terminus.

“So far we have been
told ‘that when it is reli-
gion, do not touch’... Prob-
ably as a constitutional
authority, and under the

scheme of the Constitu-
tion, when we are called
upon to get into the area of
conscience, we should not
be restricted by the term
‘religion’? Justice Amanul-
lah asked.

Mr. Dhavan responded
that the persona of a judge
cuts across the Constitu-
tion. He illustrated that a
judge cannot be identified
with his personal religion
when asked to examine a
matter of faith and con-
science. He said the free-
dom of conscience, which
is mentioned separately
from the right to freely pro-
fess, practice and propa-
gate religion in Article 25,
is an expansive right.
“There are two rights.
They are two vital rights.
Exercise of the right to con-
science must be done res-
pectfully and in a bona fide
manner,” he said.

Internal right
Justice M.M. Sundresh indi-
cated that freedom of con-
science was an internal
right to nurse a belief while
the freedom of religion was
an external manifestation
of that conscience.

The Supreme Court
would resume the hearing
on April 21.

18A. SC asks if judges must rise above religious beliefs in matters of
conscience

gHH FId = yaT T A= ) SiavTe & ael § aifitfe aaansi 9 S
IS T3

e The Supreme Court on Friday sought a clarification from senior advocate and jurist Rajeev
Dhavan whether judges, functioning as a constitutional court, must rise above their own
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personal religious consciousness while called on to examine matters of freedom of
conscience.

T F1E 3 YwHaR o IRy sifiraadr 3R < Irefta e 3 98 Wy A &1 Fel fs 7=
rTEfRT, T WS <ITed & ¥ 8 SR Sd gU, SIaRTeT Bt Tqazdl 3 9 AHal &
ST HRd THY SO T YT da=T ¥ SR 331 A1fgu|

The question came from Justice Ahsanuddin Amanullah, who is a member of the nine-
judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant hearing the Sabarimala review
case primarily on the extent to which courts could judicially review religious practices, and
whether an “inquisitorial” scrutiny Wogfld be a\%each oéArticle 25&nﬂd Artic!e ;g

g Y :Cllqlilla Hsﬂlﬂélﬂéﬁlﬁﬁlﬁ FoHT, Sl HRd o B 1T agiwa ST
arelt - # die & Yo 8, o gadiarer HidaR Ara &) GAaR 7R @ 8, s
Ig W @1 8 [ srarad 54 8¢ ao urfifes wutant &) <nfe axfien o= 9&d &, iR &
“STTY-TSATE TG 25 3R DG 26 BT Ieeio arf|

“You said freedom of conscience has a very wide amplification.

“3U g1 [ SFARTeHT Bt Fqadl BT GRRT 9gd IS g |

Are you hinting that as judges, as a constitutional court, religion and conscience cannot be
equated as religion may be personal to me, but then when | have to judge, | have to rise
above that religious consciousness to a level where | balance it with constitutional provisions
and see the larger picture emerging from it?” Justice Amanullah asked Mr. Dhavan.

wmw%%?@%%mﬁaﬂ%mﬁ T& YAy e & =0 H, 4 3R
SARTET Y T T8l JHT o bl aifeh o T o afdeavTd 81 gahell 8, Afe oia gt fAofg
FRATBIAN &, Al G 39 U1fHd A1 I SWR I3HR I WA= YIauMI & F1f Wgferd bRl
MY SR AP VDIV ST AMMGT?” =[] SIeas A 4F ¢a I g@il

Justice B.V. Nagarathna, also on the Bench, asked if Mr. Dhavan was arguing that

“conscience was something larger than religion” or whether conscience should take its colour
from religion.

ts & wftrer <araygfd & &t TR 3 g1 % 1 8 4a g 9 2 38 § b siaRme i ¥ 7€t
dieT © a1 AR BT o1 | YUIAd ST ey
She asked if conscience and religion were co-terminus.

351 TS b T SieRTeT 3R e warneff g1
“So far we have been told ‘that when it is religion, do not touch’..

“3(d P GH S T & o6 e a1 o &1 8, df gaQu A DY ..
Probably as a constitutional authority, and under the scheme of the Constitution, when we are
called upon to get into the area of conscience, we should not be restricted by the term
‘religion’? Justice Amanullah asked.

YYad: T e M=o & TU H, 3R WU o SURE1 & ded, od g8 SfavTel & & o
TR AT 81, o 89 U Xg db I Ta! g1 d1ieq?” [ SAeE - UoT|
Mr. Dhavan responded that the persona of a judge cuts across the Constitution.

st ya = IR e for =amnehier &t YT wfaem § o 751 sk I & 3FFU Kl ¢

He illustrated that a judge cannot be identified with his personal religion when asked to
examine a matter of faith and conscience.

IR Bl 3 T STRIT 3R SeRTHT I TS A B &I B orelt &, <) raneher &bl 3T
AfaTd 4 I 81 SISl o YahdT|

He said the freedom of conscience, which is mentioned separately from the right to freely
profess, practice and propagate religion in Article 25, is an expansive right.

51 gl [ s 25 | o & UTeH, SHTaRUT 3R TR & SUGR ¥ e Sfcafad SiaRTeT
B! WA UF IS HUSR g

“There are two rights.

a1 3RIBR B

They are two vital rights.

3 & Heayut PR B

Exercise of the right to conscience must be done respectfully and in a bona fide manner,” he
said.

SIRTHT & SHABR BT TIRT TGS 3R Tegla-T & 1 o ST a1fge,” 361 gl
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Internal right

3P

Justice M.M. Sundresh indicated that freedom of conscience was an internal right to nurse

a belief while freedom of religion was an external manifestation of that conscience.

AT T T, Y= A Yhd 3 fos SrarTe @t Tadsar s SidRe sfieR § forad aafad

3 fayT BT X1 7, el o Bt TqasTdr 39 SaRTe &1 a6t SHiveafad g |
The Supreme Court would resume the hearing on April 21.

g P 21 30T B! FAaTs R F L& B

A violation of ‘one person,
one vote, one value’: Shah

Home Minister points to the vast disparities in the number of people represented by MPs; he says

‘north-south divide’ narrative is detrimental to India and it will not diminish popularity of govt.

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

nion Home Minis-
Uter Amit Shah on
Friday said the

principle of “one person,
one vote, one value” was
being violated, pointing
out that while some MPs
represented 48 lakh peo-
ple, the others represented
barely six lakh.

Mr. Shah said the
“north-south divide” nar-
rative being engineered
was detrimental to the
country, and that the peo-
ple of Lakshadweep had as
much right on Parliament
as those from Bihar or Ut-
tar Pradesh. He said the
narrative was not going to
diminish the popularity of
the government and even
if the Opposition “greyed
their hair”, they would not
be able to occupy the Trea-
sury benches.

A Constitutional
Amendment Bill that
sought to implement 33%
reservation for women in
Parliament and Assembly
constituencies through de-
limitation was defeated in
the Lok Sabha, as it could
not get two-thirds of votes
from members present in
the House. According to
available figures, out of 528
MPs present, 298 voted in
favour and 230 against the
Bill.

“From 1971, there is a
freeze on the increase of
Lok Sabha seats. Malkajgir
in Telangana has 48 lakh
voters, Bengaluru North
has 29 lakh, Ghaziabad, re-
presented by Defence Mi-

Home Minister Amit Shah pointed out that while some MPs

represent 48 lakh people, others represent barely six lakh. ANI

nister Rajnath Singh once,
has 28 lakh voters, North-
west Delhi 27 lakh voters.
There are 127 seats where
there are more than 20
lakh voters. How can one
MP fulfil the aspirations of
48 lakh people? One per-
son, one vote, one value is
being violated, somewhere
it is 48 lakh and somewh-
ere it is six lakh. There is
no value for one person,
one vote. If they (Opposi-
tion) support the delimita-
tion, then each vote will
have the same value,” Mr.
Shah said.

Responding to Samajwa-
di Party MP Akhilesh Ya-
dav, who intervened to say
that the figure for Ghazia-
bad was much more, the
Home Minister said that
the member did not know
if he was speaking in fa-
vour of the Delimitation
Bill, 2026, or against it, and
that was the precise point
he intended to make.

Mr. Shah said that in
1976, the population of the

country was 54.89 crore
and today it is 140 crore.
“They (Opposition) want
the number of MPs then
and now to remain the
same,” he said.

The Minister said the
Delimitation Commission
would have required pu-
blic hearings in all the 543
constituencies and it could
not have been completed
by 2029, affecting the im-
plementation of the wo-
men’s reservation Act by
the 2029 general election.
“If the women’s reserva-
tion Act is to be imple-
mented, then the delimita-
tion will have to be done
now, that is why the Bill is
being brought now,” he
said.

He said Tamil Nadu had
39 Lok Sabha seats and if
the women’s quota was ap-
plied, 13 seats would be re-
served for women and 26
seats would be in the open
category. “If the delimita-
tion was done according to
2011 Census, then the State

would lose six seats. That is
why we are increasing 50%
seats in all States, so that
the pro-rata distribution is
not affected. Now, 20 seats
will be added, taking the
total number to 59 and
those reserved for women
will be 20,” he said.

Caste count

The Minister said that the
decennial Census was de-
layed due to COVID-19 pan-
demic, and in 2024, when
the process started, several
parties demanded that
caste should also be
enumerated.

“We decided in 2025
that caste enumeration will
be done. The column for
caste will be there when
population enumeration
(second phase) is done.
Caste is not enumerated
during the household Cen-
sus (first phase), which is
ongoing. They are not in-
terested in caste count,
they want to tie us in
knots,” he said.

Refuting the claims of
the Opposition that the Bill
was brought to negate the
caste Census, Mr. Shah said
the process started three
months ago and the first
phase of Population Cen-
sus 2027 was going on.

i | thought they
wouldn’t oppose the reser-
vation for mothers... The
Bill has provision to count
the latest published Cen-
sus. I can bring an amend-
ment in one-hour... They
are opposing the Bill be-
cause it will enhance the
PM’s goodwill among the
women...,” he said.
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18A. Aviolation of ‘one person, one vote, one value’: Shah

‘T AT, TP I, T e’ HT Ieod: T8

The Home Minister points to the vast disparities in the number of people represented by
MPs; he says the 'north-south divide’ narrative is detrimental to India and it will not diminish
the popularity of the government.

T8 WAt A Tive! gRT Ul for S aral @l ! TR § URY SIIHTdT 1 SR SRIRT faba;
IBI1 el [ ITR-G 0T fuTer =T &1 Rfeq YRd & T FHR® § IR S8 WHR Bt
BTl HH 8l gt

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Friday said the principle of “one person, one vote, one
value” was being violated, pointing out that while some MPs represented 48 lakh people, the
others represented barely six lakh.

&g g AT A 2ME A YHAR & H5l [ “TP afad, T die, Th ea” &1 Rigid Seaa
B 8T8, I8 §aId 8T & 3 TS 48 1@ ATl o1 UfafAficd #vd &, waiah 3 4R d ¥ B8
GIECKEcdl!

Mr. Shah said the “north-south divide” narrative being engineered was detrimental to the
country, and that the people of Lakshadweep had as much right in Parliament as those from
Bihar or Uttar Pradesh.

off TTg = g1 fob TN o7 TET “ITR-SIEHUT fAUTST &1 ARfed ¥ & e g1eR® §, 3R
ARIEIT & NN b1 T4 W I 8t PR g fra1 fagR a1 IR U= & @l &1

He said the narrative was not going to diminish the popularity of the government and even if
the Opposition “greyed their hair”, they would not be able to occupy the Treasury benches.

I35 Bl [ I8 RICT WBR BT ABIIAl DI HH g1 ST AR Ul g fager “«1d qthg IR
&, I ot I WR RN 98 Ura|

A Constitutional Amendment Bill that sought to implement 33% reservation for women in
Parliament and Assembly constituencies through delimitation was defeated in the Lok
Sabha, as it could not get two-thirds of votes from members present in the House.

TS AU G=ie A9, i ufeeiivs & A1 § 99 iR faumym &= 7 339 afgan
STR&OT TN BT <Tedl 4T, AHFHT § TRITTd &) 74T i I IuRRYd Tl & g)-fers dre
EAEKRT

According to available figures, out of 528 MPs present, 298 voted in favour and 230
against the Bill.

IUA 3HH Sl & IR, 528 il & ¥ 298 7 uef H 3R 230 7 faiy & Aaer fFan
“From 1971, there was a freeze on the increase of Lok Sabha seats.

“1971 ¥ WHHHT el &1 Ifg WIS a0 g3 8

Malkajgir in Telangana has 48 lakh voters, Bengaluru North has 29 lakh, Ghaziabad,
represented by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh once, has 28 lakh voters, Northwest Delhi
27 lakh voters.

AGTHT & HABTANRY H 48 ARG HaGHaT, TGS A1 & 29 ARG, Miorararg (o
gfafafera w1t xen T3 ey Rig A fan) o 28 @ra wderar, SR Ardawe feweht & 27 arg
aeran g |

There are 127 seats where there are more than 20 lakh voters.

T 127 W § et 20 A A 46 AT |

How can one MP fulfil the aspirations of 48 lakh people?

U NG 48 ARG AN B SATHIETSH BT B T PR Thdl 52

One person, one vote, one value is being violated, somewhere it is 48 lakh and somewhere it
is six lakh.

TP A, U die, U Yoo B Icao- 61 X818, Hal 48 ARA § <) Hol B8 ard|

There is no value for one person, one vote.

T HAfdd, TH dIc &1 Hlg IHH T a1 36 T 8|

If they (Opposition) support the delimitation, then each vote will have the same value,” Mr.
Shah said.

e 3 (fauer) oI &1 909 &, @ &R dic &1 9HH Jed 81,” 4t 28 = &gl
Responding to Samajwadi Party MP Akhilesh Yadav, who intervened to say that the figure
for Ghaziabad was much more, the Home Minister said that the member did not know if he
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was speaking in favour of the Delimitation Bill, 2026, or against it, and that was the precise
point he intended to make.
HHTSATE! UTeT Wide SIREsT a1gd & %8y R, e og1 o micrmae &1 sidsT sad
31 §, T8 WAt A Fel fob W & ag gl ud fas 98 uiRitee fadkaes, 2026 & uer W i
g a1 TRy o, 3R a8t 31 R foig ol

e Mr. Shah said that in 1976, the population of the country was 54.89 crore and today it is 140
crore.
ot =18 A 1 fas 1976 T ST BI ST 54.89 BRI At 3R aﬂrsra"gmoﬂs%

e “They (Opposition) want the number of MPs then and now to remain the same,” he said.
I Fal, “d (faue)) =med § [ a9 SR 3@ Tigal ot T qHF R 17

e The Minister said the Delimitation Commission would have required public hearings in all
the 543 constituencies and it could not have been completed by 2029, affecting the
implementation of the women’s reservation Act by the 2029 general election.
= 7 ot o ufeeites emaiT &1 Tt 543 fatast &= & Sraee grars &A1 gid, S 2029
@ QX T8l 81w o, oI 2029 & 3TH FATd I Afgdn SMRET AUy & Sri-agd IR
UYHId Ugdil

¢ ‘“If the women’s reservation Act is to be implemented, then the delimitation will have to be
done now, that is why the Bill is being brought now,” he said.
I Tl “fe afgar Mg srf¥feaw IRy v &, af uRefin snft s g, 3o ug
fadge snft o ST ET B 1

e He said Tamil Nadu had 39 Lok Sabha seats and if the women’s quota was applied, 13
seats would be reserved for women and 26 seats would be in the open category.
35 ®gl fo aftrerrg # 39 dipwyt We € ok afe Afger smRefur o fobar sme o 13 Hie
Afganefl & faw oRférd givf 3R 26 W TRy Joft & @

o “If the delimitation was done according to the 2011 Census, then the State would lose six
seats.
“Ffg 2011 SFRTIMT & STIR GRUEA a1 ST, &l 7 B8 W W &l

e That is why we are increasing 50% seats in all States, so that the pro-rata distribution is
not affected.
sHifere 5o ot st § 509 Wi 9T 3@ 8, dfes Srqutfas faavor guifad A 81|

e Now, 20 seats will be added, taking the total number to 59 and those reserved for women will
be 20,” he said.
;mgzotﬁishsﬁw@ﬂ, O S Tveam 59 B STt 3R 376 ¥ 20 AW Afgarsii & faw smféd

3T FEl

Caste count

SATfoRTd 0T

e The Minister said that the decennial Census was delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
and in 2024, when the process started, several parties demanded that caste should also be
enumerated.
A 7 g1 o GRIPTI SRV BIAS-19 WETHRT & HRUT [Jdfad §5, SR 2024 H 9 Ufehan
YE g, dl B adl A Sfifd BT 0T B AT BT

o “We decided in 2025 that caste enumeration will be done.
9 2025 H ol fera fa sfartd o &t et

e The column for caste will be there when population enumeration (second phase) is done.
ST SIFRIEAT UM (GERT TROT) BRI, e SlIfd T bierd A g |

e Caste is not enumerated during the household Census (first phase), which is ongoing.
AT &Y IO SR SIFITOIT (U8l ARVT) & SR -Tg} bt irel, St adHH # 9 381 5 |

e They are not interested in caste count, they want to tie us in knots,” he said.

51 Hgl, “q STIfaTd o1 § B 8 9, 4 g6 SO asd g I

e Refuting the claims of the Opposition that the Bill was brought to negate the caste Census,
Mr. Shah said the process started three months ago and the first phase of Population
Census 2027 was going on.
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o ‘| thought they wouldn’t oppose the reservation for mothers...
“TQ T T fob 9 ATATSfl o forw SRefur &1 faRie 7gt ...

e The Bill has provision to count the latest published Census.

fadge # FdHaH UG

e | can bring an amendment in one-hour...

T e U T MY a1 JHhal ...

e They are opposing the Bill because it will enhance the PM’s goodwill among the women...,”

he said.

3 39 fadue &1 faRlY R 38 & ifes 399 Aiansii & s uumH= &) Ao tadr deiit...,”

35 el

ST ! A 7 Urae g |

Delimitation will turn out to be

political demonetisation: Tharoor
GS I Polity |

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

The march towards a new
India should not create a
disunited India, Congress
member Shashi Tharoor
said in the Lok Sabha on
Friday.

Sharpening his attack
on the government, Mr.
Tharoor said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had
wrapped the promise of
justice to nari shakti (wo-
men power) in “barbed
wire” by tethering wo-
men’s reservation to delim-
itation and the expansion
of the Parliament.

Participating in the de-
bate on the three Bills that
sought to amend the wo-
men’s reservation law and
set up a Delimitation Com-
mission, the Congress
leader urged the govern-
ment to defer delimitation
and decouple it from the
reservation measure.

Linking the two, he ar-
gued, held the aspirations
of Indian women hostage
to “one of the most conten-

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor said dehmltatnon requires engagement
with States, political parties, and civil society. ANI

tious and complex” exer-
cises in the country’s
history.

“There is near-unani-
mous support for women’s
reservation. Pass it now,
and let it take effect in the
next general election on
the existing seat matrix,”
he said, adding that the go-
vernment must demon-
strate that its commitment
goes beyond rhetoric.

Calling for wider consul-
tations, Mr. Tharoor said
delimitation required en-
gagement with States, pol-

itical parties, and civil so-
ciety, and could not be
rushed. He proposed a for-
mal mechanism, such as a
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee, to evolve a new fed-
eral compact that safe-
guards the interests of all
States.

“You have proposed de-
limitation with such haste,
the same haste that you
showed on demonetisa-
tion. Unfortunately, we all
know what damage that
did to the country. Delimi-
tation will turn out to be

political demonetisation.
Don’t do it, sir,” he said.

‘Tyranny of majority’
He warned that a popula-
tion-based redraw risked
deepening fault lines — bet-
ween large and small
States, the North and the
South, and contributor
and recipient States. “We
risk a tyranny of the demo-
graphic majority,” he said,
cautioning that economi-
cally productive and de-
mographically stabilised
States could be reduced to
“bystanders in their own
country”.

Referring to Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah’s assu-
rance that no State would
lose seats under a pro-
posed expansion, Mr. Tha-
roor termed the “50% for-
mula” a  “precarious
political assurance”, not a
constitutional guarantee.
The legislation, he noted,
left the delimitation com-
mission’s decisions beyond
judicial review and open to
alteration by a simple
majority.

18A. Delimitation will turn out to be political demonetisation: Tharoor

gfeeiae Ieifae fagsdtesor arfad g 4=

o The march towards a new India should not create a disunited India, Congress member

Shashi Tharoor said in the Lok Sabha on Friday.

AT URA &1 3R §¢- B! I=T1 § fauTiora HRd T8 99471 91fe¢, S0 Tide QRT U 3

YLhAR DI AreaHT T g1
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Sharpening his attack on the government, Mr. Tharoor said Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had wrapped the promise of justice to nari shakti (wvomen power) in “barbed wire” by
tethering women'’s reservation to delimitation and the expansion of the Parliament.
WHR W FHAT a0 HRd g, &t 2R A Fgl [ gyt g A A A d I g o
ae B “HiegR aR” § AqUC 31 5, Tl ITH Al 3REUN H! URHAT 3R ¥9E &
fowaR @ <irs fean g1

Participating in the debate on the three Bills that sought to amend the women’s reservation
law and set up a Delimitation Commission, the Congress leader urged the government to
defer delimitation and decouple it from the reservation measure.

I RSe! R T80 & YFT Ad g, S A 3MR&r S & INe 3R ufewiia=T smayn &
g@rq@ﬁ mﬁmﬁwﬁuﬁ@mﬁaﬂﬁ 3R T SMREUN T ST BRI BT AU
|

Linking the two, he argued, held the aspirations of Indian women hostage to “one of the
most contentious and complex” exercises in the country’s history.

35 ddb fad fb GHT I St A HRTT A3 Bl SMePI&NT 4= b ey B “Head
frarereug o wfeer ufbareh # due o ol B

“There is near-unanimous support for women’s reservation.

“HIEAT HRET & FTT T Faerd Tl § T 3|

Pass it now, and let it take effect in the next general election on the existing seat matrix,” he
said, adding that the government must demonstrate that its commitment goes beyond
rhetoric.

2 3t TR ¥ 3R X SATEt 3T AT | IAHH Wi STaRIT R AFLEH &,” I8 Pel, 3R
el f6 TR ! fgmmr =i i STt ufdegdl Had saamsh I 3 3|

Calling for wider consultations, Mr. Tharoor said delimitation required engagement with
States, political parties, and civil society, and could not be rushed.

TS RIS B T B gU, 4t U A Fgl fob Rl & forg rsat, Ireiifae gat oiv
AT JHTS & 1Y TaIG 3aRTD g 3R I STegaroit & To! [ off Jabal|

He proposed a formal mechanism, such as a Joint Parliamentary Committee, to evolve a
new federal compact that safeguards the interests of all States.

e T & R ) e R T TG e <R 3 e et e W O
o= o &1 RaTd fea|

“You have proposed delimitation with such haste, the same haste that you showed on
demonetisation.

“3T0- TREAA 1 3o SeadTon § URATad b 8, Sl STegarol S0 Aesad! 7 faars o
Unfortunately, we all know what damage that did to the country.

U I, g9 9 ST © fob S99 3 Y fbaT e gl

Delimitation will turn out to be political demonetisation.

R e Aiedd! ifad g

Don’t doit, sir,” he said.

ST THT A BN, 361 BTl

‘Tyranny of majority’

‘SGHA B ATATRISY

He warned that a population-based redraw risked deepening fault lines — between large and
small States, the North and the South, and contributor and recipient States.

IR e & b SIRiRET SeTRe TR S 9 3R B Irwdl, IR 3R S0, gl
ANTGHD 3R YDl ISl & sid [HSH T8 Jhd gl

“We risk a tyranny of the demographic majority,” he said, cautioning that economically
productive and demographically stabilised States could be reduced to “bystanders in their
owhn country”.

I BET, “BH ST IgHd P aTTRITE! BT SIAH 33138 7, 3R e <t i anffer
w@tmsﬁvwmmﬁ“mﬂ%ﬂﬁm 1 fear ST B

Referring to Home Minister Amit Shah’s assurance that no State would lose seats under a
proposed expansion, Mr. Tharoor termed the “50% formula” a “precarious political
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assurance”, not a constitutional guarantee.

e HHAT 3If¥rd =ITe & U SN &1 fS1eh HRd §T b TRalTfad fawaR # ®is 39 Hie Tl @i,

St YR “50% BTHA” P “3MFRUR I STYRIT Far, 7 fob Faen e TRet|

e The legislation, he noted, left the delimitation commission’s decisions beyond judicial
review and open to alteration by a simple majority.

I el [ I8 s uf=itw=
[IYRUI A Y J&a o IHaT g |

Harivansh secures third term

as RS Deputy Chairman

Harivansh was elected unopposed for a third
consecutive term as Deputy Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha on Friday, making him the first
nominated member to occupy the chair. His
appointment was lauded by members from
across party lines. Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan
described it as a “resounding affirmation” of the
trust Mr. Harivansh enjoys across parties. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi called his election a

tribute to his experience and intuitive leadership.

Leader of the House J.P. Nadda lauded his
integrity, clarity of thought and dedication to
democratic values. Leader of Opposition Malli-
karjun Kharge termed the election “historic”.

democratic values.

SRt & foofal o e Twten ¥ IR TdT g iR 3=

18A. Harivansh secures third term as RS
Deputy Chairman

R A ISTHAHT & SUNHTITY & U &
TR srde e gifde foean

e Harivansh was elected unopposed for a third
consecutive term as Deputy Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha on Friday, making him the first nominated
member to occupy the chair.

BNART B LHAR B ISTAHT & STFHTIRT & T F
AR dRR Srd®Ta & fore fAfdRiy g=n mn, e 9
39 U8 IR 3RIH H a1t Ugd B 9eed & U

e His appointment was lauded by members from
across party lines.

It Fgfad @) Tt aefta Ware & uR g grRT
WA T

e Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan described it as
a “resounding affirmation” of the trust Mr. Harivansh
enjoys across patrties.
U Wt dt. Tenpw A 39 I gal # gRau
ST 7Y fay &t “FReR Y SarT|

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi called his
election a tribute to his experience and intuitive
leadership.
TYTTHAT R HIGH I HTd DI ITeb STHT 3R
WE Aqd B HgTeirel S|

e Leader of the House J.P. Nadda lauded his
integrity, clarity of thought and dedication to

A & a1 FAYT AT A 370! AR, faaR &) wwdr iR Awdife geal & ufd gador

&I IR D1

o Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge termed the election “historic”.

fques & a1 Afeep @S A 39 g9 & “UfagTRRie” Jarm|
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Why women’s reservation cannot wait any longer

ndia stands at a curious democratic
crossroads. It is one of the world’s most
vibrant democracies, marked by high voter
participation and an increasingly engaged
female electorate. Yet within its legislative
institutions, women remain conspicuously
underrepresented. This contradiction — between
participation and representation — makes a
compelling case for the immediate
implementation of the Women’s Reservation Bill.

This gap has been repeatedly highlighted.
While Indian women have emerged as a decisive
electoral force, their presence in law-making
bodies remains disproportionately low. Nowhere
is this imbalance more evident than in the stark
difference between State and national
representation.

‘Women constitute, on average, only about 9%
of legislators in State Assemblies, while their
representation in Parliament hovers around
14%-15%. This is far from reflecting women’s share
in the total population of the country, which is
nearly 50%.

This disparity is not just numerical — it is
structural. Over the past two decades, women in
India have transformed from passive voters into
active political participants. In several States,
female voter turnout now equals or even
surpasses that of men. This is a remarkable
democratic achievement. It signals agency,
awareness, and a growing sense of political
ownership among women. However, this surge in
participation has not translated into equivalent
gains in representation.

Structural faults

The reasons are deeply embedded in the
functioning of India’s political system. Political
parties act as gatekeepers, and continue to
nominate far fewer women candidates than men.
Electoral politics is resource-intensive, requiring
financial backing, networks, and social capital —
areas where women often face systemic
disadvantages. Cultural norms and safety
concerns further discourage women from
entering the political arena. The result is a cycle
of exclusion that reproduces itself with each
election. This is precisely why the Women's
Reservation Bill is not just desirable but
necessary. By mandating a fixed share of seats for
women in legislatures, it directly addresses the
structural barriers that prevent fair
representation. Critics often argue that such

Shamika Ravi
Member, EAC-PM

High turnout
among women
voters is a sign
of democratic
vitality, but true
empowerment
requires a seat
at the
decision-making
table

quotas compromise merit or lead to tokenism.
But this argument assumes that the current
system is meritocratic, which it clearly is not.
Access to political power in India is shaped as
much by privilege and networks as by
competence.

Evidence from India’s own experience with
reservation at the local level offers a powerful
counterpoint. In the Panchayati Raj institutions,
where seats have been reserved for women, the
results have been transformative. Women leaders
have not only participated effectively but have
also shifted policy priorities toward issues such as
health, education, water, and sanitation. These
are not marginal concerns; they are central to
human development and economic progress.

Moreover, representation has a ripple effect.
When women occupy positions of authority, they
challenge entrenched social norms. Young girls
grow up seeing leadership as attainable. Families
and communities begin to accept women’s public
roles more readily, and over time, this creates a
pipeline of future leaders. Reservation, therefore,
is not a permanent solution but a catalytic
intervention; one that helps correct historical
imbalances and sets the stage for a more
equitable system.

On State legislatures and Parliament

The comparison between State Assemblies and
Parliament further underscores the urgency of
the reform.

If representation is as low as 9% at the State
level, it indicates that the problem is even more
severe at the grassroots of legislative power. State
governments play a critical role in shaping
policies around healthcare, education, law and
order, and local development, which directly
affect citizens’ daily lives. The near absence of
women in these decision-making bodies means
that half the population has a limited voice in
shaping them.

At the national level, the slightly higher figure
of 14%-15% in Parliament is often cited as
progress. But this too falls short of global
benchmarks and democratic ideals. A
representative democracy must reflect the
diversity of its people, not just in theory but in
practice. The underrepresentation of women
weakens the legitimacy and inclusiveness of
India’s democratic institutions.

Timing is another crucial factor. India is
undergoing rapid social and economic

18A. Why women’s reservation cannot wait any longer
Afgarsii & R&vT A 39 3R faeia Y S fopam &1 gapan
India stands at a curious democratic crossroads.

HR T Forgramgel diedifie 9RR R @< 21

transformation. More women are entering higher
education, joining the workforce, and asserting
their rights. Their aspirations are evolving faster
than the institutions meant to represent them.
Delaying the implementation of the Women’s
Reservation Bill risks widening this gap, and will
lead to frustration and disengagement.

Some argue that political parties should
voluntarily field more women candidates instead
of relying on legislative mandates. While this is a
desirable goal, past experience suggests that
voluntary measures have not been effective.
Despite repeated promises, the proportion of
women candidates has remained low. Structural
problems require structural solutions, and
reservation is one such solution.

Deepening democracy

At its core, the argument for the Women’s
Reservation Bill is about deepening democracy.
High turnout among women voters is a sign of
democratic vitality, but true empowerment
requires a seat at the decision-making table.
Moving from participation to representation is
the next logical step in India’s democratic
evolution.

There is also a strong developmental
argument. Research across countries shows that
gender-inclusive governance leads to better
outcomes — more equitable policies, improved
social indicators, and sustainable growth. Ina
country as diverse and complex as India,
excluding half the population from political
leadership is not just unjust, it is inefficient.

India has already shown that institutional
reform can drive social change. The success of
reservation in local governance demonstrates
that change is possible when there is political
will. Extending this principle to State Assemblies
and Parliament is not a radical step, itis a
necessary progression. Ultimately, the question is
not whether India is ready for the Women’s
Reservation Bill, it is whether its democracy can
afford to wait any longer for women’s reservation;
the gap between participation and representation
is too large to ignore.

India’s democratic journey has been
remarkable, but it remains incomplete.

Bridging this gap requires bold action.
Implementing the Women’s Reservation Bill
immediately is not just about fairness - it is about
building a more representative, responsive, and
resilient democracy.

e |tis one of the world’s most vibrant democracies, marked by high voter participation and

an increasingly engaged female electorate.

I8 fay & Jad Siiad didedl & 9 U& ©, off o Hdgral URTgRT 3R 9ad! g8 9fhy afgar

Haeral 9 fafkd g1

e Yet within its legislative institutions, women remain conspicuously underrepresented.
o5 2t 39 faurdt SRI=1 & it Wy U ¥ sreuufafiya ¥ 5 g3 o

e This contradiction — between participation and representation — makes a compelling case
for the immediate implementation of the Women’s Reservation Bill.

g fRIUTHRT — YT ok ufafafiia & g — Afger smremr fAdge & aid srafaaa &

WWWH@WW%I
e This gap has been repeatedly highlighted.
3 3R ! IR-IR ISR {1 a1 81

¢ While Indian women have emerged as a decisive electoral force, their presence in law-

making bodies remains disproportionately low.

5T YR Higand ve Fuifaes gArdt wifed & & & 33t €, 98 St fafy-fmfor wwraif

JufRUfa ercdd 9 911 €3 B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

o Nowhere is this imbalance more evident than in the stark difference between State and
national representation.
U8 SRIGe Pl Hl 31 T 76T 3 ot b w1 ofk g ufafAfiia & ofa & ditg iR 71
e \Women constitute, on average, only about 9% of legislators in State Assemblies, while
their representation in Parliament hovers around 14%-15%.
Afgard siya e fauraa s § Faa @ 9% faurae ¢, Sefe Iue & 39! ufaffa
TTHIT 14%-15% P ST B |
e This is far from reflecting women'’s share in the total population of the country, which is nearly
50%.
g X DI Ho G T ARATSH BT T 50% feieRt & foepa off ufafdfea =gt el
e This disparity is not just numerical — it is structural.
g SIAAM BHad SATHD Ao § — Ffeth WATHD g |
e Over the past two decades, women in India have transformed from passive voters into
active political participants.
gq?gfaaszraﬁﬁ, YRA &1 At FTSpg Aagrars ¥ aftra Ieifae urfleRt & aRafad
I
e In several States, female voter turnout now equals or even surpasses that of men.
3 0! § AT Aaerd TgHIRTdT 3fd Toul & sRIeR a1 39+t 31 81 718 3|
e This is a remarkable democratic achievement.
Tg T IA-19 Abditd Suarsd g
e It signals agency, awareness, and a growing sense of political ownership among women.

Tg Afearsit ¥ Tarawdl, STRReHdT 3R 960! g3 Te-ifaed Tfied B U1 B il |

o However, this surge in participation has not translated into equivalent gains in
representation.

greiiiep, Hifiert 7 g gfeg it & wam ofg & uRafda i g 21

Structural faults
GIIATHS Sy

e The reasons are deeply embedded in the functioning of India’s political system.
S HRUT YR ST AT YoIet & Hr-gomett J Tevrs 3 Ffed g

e Political parties act as gatekeepers, and continue to nominate far fewer women candidates
than men.
ISIfa® gd GRUTS &1 YT AT € 3R T38 ! ga-1 H 9gd & Al Suiigar! &
I PR B

e Electoral politics is resource-intensive, requiring financial backing, networks, and social
capital — areas where women often face systemic disadvantages.
AT IS SneE-gu g 7, s faxita 39, Aead iR wrfore yeht ot
TR It & — U &1 ST Afearail Y SR YUMTeTTd sTemaff T WA B Usdl |

e Cultural norms and safety concerns further discourage women from entering the political
arena.

Hivpfa® AFES SR YRaim Heeht fRiarg Afgenst &1 Aoifie &5 § Jag H34 ¥ SR i
gellcTied bRl 5 |

e The result is a cycle of exclusion that reproduces itself with each election.
URUTHRGRT SfeSHRUl BT TH °Ph ST 81d1 8, Sl YD g1 & I WY Pl gl g |

e This is precisely why the Women’s Reservation Bill is not just desirable but necessary.
Tg HRUI ¢ o afgen sRevn fadas Faa afe-1a g 8! sich TS 5|

¢ By mandating a fixed share of seats for women in legislatures, it directly addresses the
structural barriers that prevent fair representation.
faenRyeraf o fgemsil & fog el &1 Ffga R siard Hrds ug I AaTed FU1sh ol
Tt FSIRrT PR & S ArETd HfafAfa o i & |

e Critics often argue that such quotas compromise merit or lead to tokenism.
gﬂ?ﬁw 3R qh < & o T SMTRETUT ATl I THSAA H § A1 YelpTeAddl B! Sgrar ad

I
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But this argument assumes that the current system is meritocratic, which it clearly is not.
Afth T8 dcb AT & b T gormelt gvaer-smemia 8, S @y w0 3 Tt 2

Access to political power in India is shaped as much by privilege and networks as by
competence. ]

YRA H IeTifae ARt 0o Ugd Ia-t 81 fatiuiieR ik Aead gry Feffa g @ R i
il gRI|

Evidence from India’s own experience with reservation at the local level offers a powerful
counterpoint.

TIT TR TR 3REUT & 1Y HRT & 30 3gHd Y YT THIU U [T UfadTe Udd R ] |
In the Panchayati Raj institutions, where seats have been reserved for women, the results
have been transformative.

Garadt Tro Swareit §, Sef Afgereh & R W oRféra B 1 8, uRkum uRadae™t R €
Women leaders have not only participated effectively but have also shifted policy priorities
toward issues such as health, education, water, and sanitation.

Higan Aarsfi 7 7 dad yuTd! &7 ¥ YR forn § sfewp -forta wraffrasarsii & w@rea, e, 5ia
3R DT o el &t SR ot Ryl far B

These are not marginal concerns; they are central to human development and economic
progress.

Y ATl g, 781 §; 3 uia faery ofk enffes wifa & S A 8

Moreover, representation has a ripple effect.

9% Sifafad, wfafifta &1 e e gyE gidT 6|

When women occupy positions of authority, they challenge entrenched social norms.

O AR Tl & Ul W Bl &, Y 3 R AT Arest of g aat 8

Young girls grow up seeing leadership as attainable.
wmmﬁmmmm@a@mél

Families and communities begin to accept women’s public roles more readily, and over time,
this creates a pipeline of future leaders.

URaR 3R ger AfRensit &t Ardwit-e Yfreprail & 3ifie Jeoidl I WHR B T &, 3R
Y & 1Y I8 Uiy & Adrsif Bt U a1 dOR FRal g

Reservation, therefore, is not a permanent solution but a catalytic intervention; one that
helps correct historical imbalances and sets the stage for a more equitable system.

31d: SRV Ds RIRH FHIYH 51 dfcsh Th IRP g¥d& &; Sl CfgTiRie sRigei &1 uRA
A T HRAT R IR Ueh 3 =TI YumTent &) fig T@ar g

On State legislatures and Parliament
g faemuTen iR THe W

The comparison between State Assemblies and Parliament further underscores the
urgency of the reform.

gwﬁwmﬁﬁm%aﬁawwgmﬁmaﬁaﬁ?mwm
|

If representation is as low as 9% at the State level, it indicates that the problem is even more
severe at the grassroots of legislative power.

Ife TR Ied TR TR $Had 9% g, df I8 a1 § [ guwn fyurdt =ifda & sfi-t ' R
3R ot 31 TR B

State governments play a critical role in shaping policies around healthcare, education,
law and order, and local development, which directly affect citizens’ daily lives.

T TRBTY TR, &1, FHA-sqawT 3R W ey ¥ Gefdd Hfaal & Ffor o
TRyt YT R 2, S F AR % 2R oo B T Bt ¥

The near absence of women in these decision-making bodies means that half the
population has a limited voice in shaping them.

g foofg-fAmfor fFrerat & afgaret & amun srgufRufa &1 orf § 5 smeft siem &t srart
g% fator & it 31
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At the national level, the slightly higher figure of 14%-15% in Parliament is often cited as
progress.

TP TR W, GG H 14%-15% BT UTST AP SHTHST SRR W & =0 H Igyd b Sl & |
But this too falls short of global benchmarks and democratic ideals.

forg 7% ot A UFI SR AFaiA® TSR A FA |

A representative democracy must reflect the diversity of its people, not just in theory but in
practice.

TS Ui dedd 31 Hadt Ssifae U 3 81 Ta aich HaeR | Ht 3= Al &t fafdear a1
gfdfsfad s =nfsul

The underrepresentation of women weakens the legitimacy and inclusiveness of India’s
democratic institutions.

ufgensi &1 sreuufafificg YRd & Apdiie TR 1 3Uar 3R JHEERE B FASR
FRAT S|

Timing is another crucial factor.

- U o Teayyl RS ¢

India is undergoing rapid social and economic transformation.

YR g AT 3R 3nffe uf¥adq & SR I R 17|

More women are entering higher education, joining the workforce, and asserting their
rights.

e Afgand S e & 7aw o1 331 §, Priaa T A 81361 ¢ 3R U USRI o1 grar
TR IE B
Their aspirations are evolving faster than the institutions meant to represent them.

I JTHTAITE S TUFT B g1 7 3Heieb doft A faepRid 81 X818, Sl a1 Ui B &b
SEEEIERIE

Delaying the implementation of the Women’s Reservation Bill risks widening this gap, and
will lead to frustration and disengagement.

%%magﬂ&mﬁﬁuﬁ%mﬁéﬁsﬂ 3R BT 3R T Tebat & quT FART=Im 3N famRaan
o it

Some argue that political parties should voluntarily field more women candidates instead of
relying on legislative mandates.

FS AN dP <d & [P Tt ol o faurdt sifvardar w AR 53 & o W= 9 sifte
Aige SHaR! & HaM § SIRAT Ay |

While this is a desirable goal, past experience suggests that voluntary measures have not
been effective.

T I8 U die-1d 9ed g, it fUsd S/yd Sdid § f Wafese Surg uvrdt 78 %8 & |
Despite repeated promises, the proportion of women candidates has remained low.

IR-9R & 15! & SaulG ATl SWRGARY &7 3UTd HH & &1 38T 8|

Structural problems require structural solutions, and reservation is one such solution.
TR TEEIH 3 [T SR WHTLT S0P 2, 3R R0 V&1 & T TH1eM 2|

Deepening democracy

GICGER IR CACRIE

At its core, the argument for the Women’s Reservation Bill is about deepening democracy.
Terd:, Afgar MR&vT fada® & Ul ¥ I diedd &l geg a9 I Uefid g

High turnout among women voters is a sign of democratic vitality, but true empowerment
requires a seat at the decision-making table.

Afgar Aaerarst o 3= HHiGR APdaite sitdddr &1 Jdbd 8, o] IRafas FIfaIs o &
fer fArofa-frmtor 9 witear & = sraxas 8|

Moving from participation to representation is the next logical step in India’s democratic
evolution.

Yrfier A ufafiftra &t 3R 91 HRd & APdiiNe faPTH BT 3T difihe TRUT B |

There is also a strong developmental argument.

3% sMfafkad T xIad faerarers o 31
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Research across countries shows that gender-inclusive governance leads to better
outcomes — more equitable policies, improved social indicators, and sustainable
growth.

faftra =1 # gU ity axifd ¢ b AT wHTa=ft =M= SgaR uRumm 31 § — Sifie wwe
el SeR arHIfore ddad SR Had fae|

In a country as diverse and complex as India, excluding half the population from political
leadership is not just unjust, it is inefficient.

YR o fafy iR wifew =1 o ameft SriReat &t IreT-ifae Aqed ¥ 18R X@HT1 7 Had
Syt g, sfes srem 4t 21

India has already shown that institutional reform can drive social change.

YR Ugd &1 foxar g1 & b TITTa YR Arfore ufadd= &1 9fkd &= Iad ¢ |

The success of reservation in local governance demonstrates that change is possible when
there is political will.

RITR T & 3REUT 61 AOerdl T8 GRITCH § b ofd XTSI SeSTRITa il 6, dd URda
JHI 5

Extending this principle to State Assemblies and Parliament is not a radical step, it is a
necessary progression.

29 Rrgid &) rea fauraurelt ok wHe d@ fawaid a1 S18 Hex HaH Tal, died
TS T B

Ultimately, the question is not whether India is ready for the Women’s Reservation Bill, it is
whether its democracy can afford to wait any longer for women'’s reservation; the gap
between participation and representation is too large to ignore.

3idd: URH I8 el ¢ [ YR ufger smeeor fadas & forw auR 8 a1 161, s ag § fob &
TP Aldca Afgasit & R0 F T IR Ueflam HR Gl &; UG ok ufafaifta &
BT SR A 991 § b IY ST g1 fobaT off el

India’s democratic journey has been remarkable, but it remains incomplete.

YRA &1 ANPaiA® AT Ica-1d el §, g 78 onnft of sredi 1

Bridging this gap requires bold action.

T 3R B Ule & foTT AIgRI® HeH 31a® g |

Implementing the Women’s Reservation Bill immediately is not just about fairness — it is
about building a more representative, responsive, and resilient democracy.

Tfger 3mRervr fAdas® o debTd TR BT had a1 BT Uy Tt § — T8 Th 3fH
gfafRia®Rt, STvert 3R geg dwdd & Ui J Isfid 2|
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Iran declares the Strait of Hormuz open; Trump S %S U. S blockade will continue

WM A TS TasH=HS I JdT
LAl

AR AHadt a
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Iran declares the Strait of
Hormuz open; Trump says
U.S. blockade will continue

St5 OE

A day after U.S. President
Donald Trump announced
a 10-day ceasefire between
Israel and Hezbollah in Le-
banon, Iran said on Friday
the Strait of Hormuz is
“completely open” for
commercial vessels for the
remainder of the two-week
U.S.-Iran truce.

Mr. Trump “thanked”
Iran for reopening the wa-
terway but said the U.S.
blockade of Iranian ports
would continue until there
is a deal between Tehran
and Washington. Oil prices
fell on Friday after the
strait was declared open.

“In line with the cease-
fire in Lebanon, the pas-
sage for all commercial
vessels through the Strait
of Hormuz is declared
completely open for the re-
maining period of the cea-
sefire, on the coordinated
route as already an-
nounced by Ports and Mar-
itime Organisation of Iran,”
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi wrote in a social
media post on Friday.

About 20% of the
world’s crude oil supply
passed through the strait,
which links the Persian
Gulf to the Gulf of Oman
and the Arabian Sea, be-
fore the U.S. and Israel
launched their war on
Iran. The waterway also
carries a significant share
of global LNG exports,
mainly from Qatar.

After the war broke out,
Iran took control of the wa-
terway. Daily ship traffic
through the Strait fell
sharply, dropping from
more than 100 vessels a
day to single digits.

Mr. Trump welcomed
Iran’s decision. “Iran has
just announced that the

After the war began daily ship traffic through the Strait fell sharply,
dropping from over 100 vessels a day to single digits. FILE PHOTO

Strait of Hormuz is fully
open and ready for full pas-
sage. Thank you,” he said
in a post in capital letters.
He also said Iran, “with the
help of the US, has re-
moved or is removing all
sea mines” in the water-
way. “Iran has agreed to
never close the Strait of
Hormuz again. It will no
longer be used as a wea-
pon against the world,” he
added.

Mr. Trump, however,
said the U.S. blockade of
Iranian ports, which he an-
nounced on April 12, “will
remain in full force and ef-
fect.., until such time as
our transaction with Iran is
100% complete. This pro-
cess should go very quickly
in that most of the points
are already negotiated”.

The U.S. Central Com-
mand has said it has en-
forced a complete block-
ade of ships going to and
coming from Iranian ports,
though shipping data sug-
gest some Iran-linked ships
have crossed the U.S.
blockade.

France and Britain said
on Friday that they will
lead a multinational mis-
sion to ensure freedom of
navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz, while emphasis-
ing the force would be en-
tirely defensive and only

deployed once lasting
peace in the region was
agreed.

The war in Lebanon was
a key sticking point in the
U.S.-Iran ceasefire that was
announced on April 8. [ran
said Lebanon was covered
under the ceasefire agree-
ment, but Israel initially re-
jected it and said its war
against Hezbollah would
continue. Mr. Trump said
last week that he had asked
Israel Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu to scale
back attacks on Lebanon.
On April 14, the U.S. held
talks between Israel and
Lebanese government offi-
cials in Washington. On
Thursday, after announc-
ing the 10-day ceasefire in
Lebanon, Mr. Trump said
he would invite Mr. Neta-
nyahu and Lebanese Presi-
dent Joseph Aoun to Wash-
ington for the first
high-level summit between
the two countries.

Israel said on Thursday
it would halt attacks on Le-
banon but its troops would
stay in the seized territory
in southern Lebanon.

Brent crude futures
were down roughly 10% on
Friday, extending earlier
losses, at below $90 a bar-
rel. The U.S. benchmark
WTI was also down 10% at
around $82 a barrel.

18A. Iran declares the Strait of Hormuz
open; Trump says U.S. blockade will
continue

WM A S JasUTHH I JaT gifta
g <0 3 FeT AN@Y Ahad) 9

o A day after U.S. President Donald Trump
announced a 10-day ceasefire between Israel and
Hezbollah in Lebanon, Iran said on Friday the
Strait of Hormuz is “completely open” for
commercial vessels for the remainder of the two-
week U.S.-Iran truce.
mwmamﬁmﬁm
3R ¥ fi9 10 gefRm o
T & Ue 2 a1E, SR ¥ AR 31 B
TS TasH=H Y gl TWTE & SANPI-3H
HYHfaRT & fore aifoifoe SeTell & forg “gf e
Jar g

e Mr. Trump “thanked” Iran for reopening the
waterway but said the U.S. blockade of Iranian
ports would continue until there is a deal between
Tehran and Washington.

&t <0 3 e bR A Wi & frw S Y
“ergare” faur, Afe Fel fb STt devmel R
MA@ ATHedt 99 TH IR 57 o1d P dg=
IR TRATE & s i 781 81 S|

e Oil prices fell on Friday after the strait was
declared open.
STsHEHY ] Gl divd fbt M & a1 YehaR
D! dd B BIAAI H ARTEC TS|

¢ ‘“In line with the ceasefire in Lebanon, the
passage for all commercial vessels through the
Strait of Hormuz is declared completely open for

the remaining period of the ceasefire, on the
coordinated route as already announced by Ports

and Maritime Organisation of Iran,” Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi wrote in a social
media post on Friday.

& 3=,

TS Tasa=He ¥ Tt anftrfcues Sierenl & fore anf 2y
iR 3raf ¥ e O ore o 9 fohar o 8, S i uge € $9 % dgee 8

T WS+ gRT Uiftd Tafad A R g, fadw 43 Srea™y SRTH=H A YhaR &I Aikra Hifsar
Uike ¥ feran|

o About 20% of the world’s crude oil supply passed through the strait, which links the
Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea, before the U.S. and Israel launched
their war on Iran.
A R AR 3R TIRRA & g T&
T TASHEHY J ToRd! ff, St BRY Y WISt B 39 31 @IS} 3R 3R R I Sied

e The waterway also carries a significant share of global LNG exports, mainly from Qatar.
g STaHTT dfYe Tae-el fAratd o1 off 93T R 98- RdT 8, T8 U ¥ Hav |

e After the war broke out, Iran took control of the waterway.
G Y B & 915, S - 39 SIQENT BT HI=01 30 g1 § o feram|

e Daily ship traffic through the Strait fell sharply, dropping from more than 100 vessels a day to
single digits.

R B W U,

ST B MR 20% T o Bt
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SASTR=AY ¥ ¢ SRS ArdrTd deit 3 ge 7T, St ufafes 100 & Sift wigreil ¥ geaw
Tdhd 3 | ST T

Mr. Trump welcomed Iran’s decision.

ot U A X & 39 By HT WA fba|

“Iran has just announced that the Strait of Hormuz is fully open and ready for full passage.
Thank you,” he said in a post in capital letters.

S A 3t ivon o1 § 1 ghfe s ueHe T v g 8 SR guf sareie! 3 fie dar
21 Y=aTe,” I8 98 3eRl H URke H FeT|

He also said Iran, “with the help of the US, has removed or is removing all sea mines” in the
waterway.

351 I8 Hf F8T1 o5 XA 7 “sient 31 Aeg & Taur! & it Tyl aRedl G & ger fear
CRIEREE]

“Iran has agreed to never close the Strait of Hormuz again. It will no longer be used as a
weapon against the world,” he added.

I8 Bgl, "SI 3 FeHfd &t } P I8 SIS Srasuea &) b w1t dg 7t dum 2 3w
g1 & RIAT AR & U § SXAATd o] [ Siam |

Mr. Trump, however, said the U.S. blockade of Iranian ports, which he announced on April
12, “will remain in full force and effect.., until such time as our transaction with Iran is 100%
complete.”
gIetifes, ot €0 A Fgl o 12 ket &1 Bt SR de=mTel UR St ATdhad) “g8 R an],
3R TTE Je7f, IF e o SIM & W1 §HRT THSHAT 100% GRT 781 81 STl |”
“This process should go very quickly in that most of the points are already negotiated”.
“Ig UfehdT Sgd doll ¥ G g1t =i i sifiiepiw figal W ugd & sra<id gl gt 8 1
The U.S. Central Command has said it has enforced a complete blockade of ships going to
and coming from Iranian ports, though shipping data suggest some Iran-linked ships have
crossed the U.S. blockade.

Hed FHIS I Pel & 5 IT S SRR Q S-S aeY STaTeit TR o et amy,
o1 ¢, g Rt ST q udr aadr ¢ i 8 S IV IS TeTS 39 Aldhsic Bl UR B Id g |
France and Britain said on Friday that they will lead a multinational mission to ensure
freedom of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz, while emphasising the force would be entirely
defensive and only deployed once lasting peace in the region was agreed.
Wi 3R feT 7 haR &1 w1 & o e TasHeaed & Hiagd &1 Waad gRiyd a1 &
1T T agRTSHa FAR 1 @ B, SR SR 3 o a9t O ave R&eTe g SR & |
R RMifd & §1E g1 oA fosan e
The war in Lebanon was a key sticking point in the U.S.-Iran ceasefire that was announced
on April 8.
8 3N HI T SANSBI-3I FfaRTH B da-H &1 g T W faarg &1 gey Tl

Iran said Lebanon was covered under the ceasefire agreement, but Israel initially rejected it
and said its war against Hezbollah would continue.

X A Fg fob A 0 G aR THgid § M 8, A1 SoR1Ed - Lo3Td J 38 WISl B
fear oIk wgT fr Iu! fesgeaTe & A gg R 3@

Mr. Trump said last week that he had asked Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
scale back attacks on Lebanon.

ot €U A U0 e BT [ 361+ SRS & TYFHA SSIH Ad=aTg I A IR §Hd &Y
B DI HET 5

On April 14, the U.S. held talks between Israel and Lebanese government officials in
Washington.

%éﬁaﬁ&@ﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁwmamwﬁam&ﬁ%aﬁam
|

On Thursday, after announcing the 10-day ceasefire in Lebanon, Mr. Trump said he would
invite Mr. Netanyahu and Lebanese President Joseph Aoun to Washington for the first high-
level summit between the two countries.

AR &I A H 10-favita gafaRm &t 9ivon & a1g, ot ¢u A &gl for 9 ot Fa-arg ok
Wm%mmwamaﬁﬁﬁﬁ%aﬂamﬁ-wﬁﬁw$maﬁm mfa
|
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e |srael said on Thursday it would halt attacks on Lebanon but its troops would stay in the
seized territory in southern Lebanon.
SORISA - THAR DI HgT [ 98 WM W gHA A, Tfch ST T Sf&uft A H FHeaiy
T & H &1 X

e Brent crude futures were down roughly 10% on Friday, extending earlier losses, at below
$90 a barrel.
HAR P S HS TEH TTHT 10% FTRHR 90 STeR ufer ava § 2 3 |

e The U.S. benchmark WTI was also down 10% at around $82 a barrel.

MRS 7D WTI 1t TTHIT 10% RSB B 82 STeR Ui avel TR 341 77|
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18A | PNGRB close to finalising bids for four LPG pipelines

easieRd IR Tadish urguarsT & fore Siferal &1 sifaw T4 31 & w9
18A | ‘Bengaluru is India base choice for 7 of top 10 Al firms’

TS YRd § M 10 g Hufi 9 | 7 $t ugel W
18A | Banking FDI for nuclear power projects on cards

TRYTY Soit gRateTs & o 9 vwdtans @t dart
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PNGRB close to finalising
bids for four LPG pipelines

The suo motu proposal for the pipeline infrastructure is part of the Petroleum and Natural Gas

Regulatory Board’s objective of doing away with road transportation of bulk LPG by 2030

TI !e !m!u !ureau

NEW DELHI

eeking to further
SStrengthen the in-
frastructure of liqui-
fied petroleum gas (LPG)
and ensure  storage
through pipeline infras-
tructure, the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulato-
ry Board (PNGRB) in-
formed on Friday that it
was in the process of con-
cluding bid proposals of
four such pipelines.
Collectively, the four pi-
pelines would span across
approximately 2,500 kilo-
metres and attract an in-
vestment of about 12,500
crore. The suo motu ten-
dering of the overall LPG
pipeline infrastructure is
part of the regulator’s
broader objective of doing
away with road transporta-
tion of bulk LPG by 2030.
“As part of the initiative,
nine LPG pipeline projects

Safe bet: PNGRB said that averting road transportation would help
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. FILE PHOTO

were identified for deve-
lopment. PNGRB initiated
suo motu proposal and
carried out bidding of
these pipelines,” the regu-
lator said in a statement.
“Currently, PNGRB s in the
process of concluding bid
proposals of four pipe-
lines,” it added.

The first pipeline is from
Telangana’s Cherlapally to
Nagpur in Maharashtra,
the second from Maha-
rashtra’s Shikrapur to Hu-

bli in Karnataka and there-
on to Goa, the third from
Odisha’s Paradip to Chhat-
tisgarh’s Raipur and the
fourth from Uttar Pra-
desh’s Jhansi to Uttarak-
hand’s Sitaraganj.

Other than expanding
on the infrastructure, the
regulator emphasised that
the pipeline infrastructure
would enable storing the
hydrocarbon cooking and
alternative automobile gas
through pipeline infras-

tructure so that they could
be utilised in times of cri-
sis, and avert the acciden-
tal risks associated with
transportation by road.

“These pipelines would
not only improve safety
and efficiency in the sup-
ply chain, but would also
prove to be more economi-
cal over other modes of
transportation,” it added.

PNGRB also said that
averting road transporta-
tion via pipelines would
help reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

Separately, the regula-
tor informed that State-
owned IndianOil had won
the bid for laying, building,
operating and expanding
the Kochi - Kanyakumari -
Thoothukudi Natural Gas
pipeline. The proposed pi-
peline covers approximate-
ly 425 km with a system ca-
pacity of 6.84 MMSCMD,
including the common car-
rier capacity.

18A. PNGRB close to finalising bids for four LPG pipelines

MeshisRdt IR Tadisi ursuars & foe difeal ot sifaw 0 31 & #i9

The suo motu proposal for the pipeline infrastructure is part of the Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB)’s objective of doing away with road transportation of
bulk LPG by 2030.
YIS SfaeReHT & forg Tauia wara Uiy iR wrefas A9 fAramme §s (PNGRB)
gwmmﬁw% SR 2030 9% UIP TaAUISH & T URag B JHTE BT AMAA
I
Seeking to further strengthen the infrastructure of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and
ensure storage through pipeline infrastructure, the PNGRB informed on Friday that it was in
the process of concluding bid proposals of four such pipelines.
TAYISH SR B 3R TR 3R UTSUATSH & ATSH ¥ HSRUT YAYd a3 & fag,
?@Gﬁmﬁwﬁaﬂw%%mmaﬂmﬁmwéﬁaﬁmﬁ
I
Collectively, the four pipelines would span across approximately 2,500 kilometres and attract
an investment of about 12,500 crore.
3 IRI USUETE BAdR TTHT 2,500 fheiiier d@ el gt ok S1d 12,500 HRIS H
o= S fid B4
The suo motu tendering of the overall LPG pipeline infrastructure is part of the regulator’s
broader objective.

TAUTS U Us 3aERaHT &t WU fHifaer ufshar Hame & ous Iy &1 ff@ gl
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“ As part of the initiative, nine LPG pipeline projects were identified for development.

‘3 U8 & ded Y Tadtel urguars< ufvarersi ot uge faer & fiw &t 15|

PNGRSB initiated suo motu proposal and carried out bidding of these pipelines,” the regulator

said in a statement.

HTToNSRa A WORT TRdTa R o SR S UIRuars-i & aielt uishan Smaiford &1, fFams

A 99 | &El

“Currently, PNGRB is in the process of concluding bid proposals of four pipelines,” it added.
FAH H TTo3Re! AR UISuarg - o Sifer) of 3ifad 9 33 &1 ufhar § 8, I SieT|

The first pipeline is from Telangana’s Cherlapally to Nagpur in Maharashtra.

Wmm%mﬁm%wwml

The second from Maharashtra’s Shikrapur to Hubli in Karnataka and thereon to Goa.

G Ur3UCTE T HERTY & RIpTyR ¥ S-lcs & gadl gid ¢ Mal ds e

The third from Odisha’s Paradip to Chhattisgarh’s Raipur.

TR UTS U SNSRI & URTE | S<EE & IAYR b il

The fourth from Uttar Pradesh’s Jhansi to Uttarakhand’s Sitaragan;.

A1t TS UETE STR USRI & ANl A ITRIES & ARt % grf|

Other than expanding on the infrastructure, the regulator emphasised that the pipeline

infrastructure would enable storing the hydrocarbon cooking and alternative automobile

gas through pipelines.

TR fAIR & Sierar, Fames = SR faar & urguarg- & Aegd @ gresieTa- $ie 19
R ASRIP sifeTIaTga AN BT SRV i ST

So that they could be utilised in times of crisis, and avert the accidental risks associated
with transportation by road.

I 3= muTe FRUfer & IudiT foran o I oIk TS uRae ¥ IS gHeIT i 3 &=1 off
b |

“These pipelines would not only improve safety and efficiency in the supply chain, but would
also prove to be more economical over other modes of transportation,” it added.
<} IIZUATS 7 FHad 3MMYfd e o T 3R gerar de1ah, afes 37 uRag I &t e
# 3fferes freTaat ot givit,” I Hall
PNGRB also said that averting road transportation via pipelines would help reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
W&Mﬁ%ﬁwﬁamé?mWQWWQWﬂvwﬁﬂw

I
Separately, the regulator informed that State-owned IndianQil had won the bid for laying,
building, operating and expanding the Kochi - Kanyakumari Thoothukudi Natural Gas
pipeline.
3T ¥, A A IR foh ARPIRI B SFEATSNTAA - B - FATGHRI- AP
WIpTa® TRT UIguars= & FHfor, Taree 3R fOaR &1 &t S ot |

The proposed pipeline covers approximately 425 km with a system capacity of 6.84
MMSCMD, including the common carrier capacity.

TRATId UTSUATS TRTHIT 425 fRHY det 81T 3R 3HH! &HdT 6.84 MMSCMD BT, fors & ra=
SRR grear ot T g1
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‘Bengaluru is India

base choice for

7oftop 10
4GS III: Economy |

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Seven out of the top 10 Al
firms globally chose Benga-
luru as their base, said Kar-
nataka IT Minister Priyank
Kharge, pointing to firms
such as Anthropic and Mis-
tral AL

Mr. Kharge was speak-
ing on the sidelines of a
roadshow in the national
capital to promote the Ban-
galore Tech Summit, due
to be held in November.

“We have the third high-
est talent penetration in
the world for AI” Mr.
Kharge told The Hindu in
an interview.

“That’s why we have got
the Nipuna Karnataka in-
itiative, where we are en-
couraging companies to tie
up with the government.
They give the curriculum
for training, and we make
our human resources the
most employable ones
across the world.”

Asked about the grow-
ing integration of Al into
the IT industry, Mr. Kharge
said it was prudent to be
cautious. “It’s not a leap of
faith,” he said. “It needs to
be a calculated risk be-
cause we have seen how it
works in other ecosystems.
You have seen what’s hap-
pened in the US with res-
pect to Anthropic, and
with respect to ChatGPT...
We need to tread a little
more cautiously. Speed is
important, but I think with
caution.”

On power and water re-
quirements for data
centres, Mr. Kharge said
that the government was
thinking of “sustainability”
in their roll-out. “Two
years back, we didn’t have

ChatGPT...”

Al firms’

a stabilised liquid cooling
technology; now people
are using that,” Mr. Kharge
said. “People are confident
that no, we don’t need to
be such water guzzlers.
Now there are edge and
other types of data centres
that are leveraging these
things. Any emerging tech-
nology needs to be sustain-
able” “We are having con-
sultations with the energy
department, the water re-
source department, and
more importantly with sta-
keholders on what they
think should be our road-
map,” Mr. Kharge said,
when asked on what Kar-
nataka’s gigawattage target
would be for datacentres.

On Al use in the State
government, Mr. Kharge
said that databases first
needed sorting out.

“Every day, someone
comes and says: look, this
is what we can do for the
government, from citizen
delivery systems to grie-
vance management to pro-
perty identification... All
right, but I think e-gover-
nance is dead,” he said.

“We need to get into in-
telligent governance,
where we stabilise the data
sets, pick what verticals we
want to see innovations in.
Right now, everything is in
silos. The idea is to ensure
that we come up with a fra-
mework for the govern-
ment itself. The medical
education department is
doing something with their
data, the health depart-
ment is trying... But you
can’t work in silos. So
we’re trying to see how
and which departments
can be accelerated, espe-
cially if I am able to deliver
better governance.”

18A. ‘Bengaluru is India base choice for 7
of top 10 Al firms’

FTIE HRA § M 10 T3S Hufai A 7
P Ugell Wig’

e Seven out of the top 10 Al firms globally
chose Bengaluru as their base, said Karnataka IT
Minister Priyank Kharge, pointing to firms such as
Anthropic and Mistral Al.

g ot 2N 10 T3S Hufal & ¥ 7 3 SUGe B O
YR T G, HrATed & 3Msc! H i Wed A &,
3R Gife qur fireger gand Wit shufal &1 e
faam

e Mr. Kharge was speaking on the sidelines of a
roadshow in the national capital to promote the
Bangalore Tech Summit, due to be held in November.
T T ST F ST U ASRM B IR s
T2 U, S IR H 8 a1t IS P WS B §¢ral o
& forw

o “We have the third highest talent penetration
in the world for Al,” Mr. Kharge told The Hindu in an
interview.

“T3TS & &F W §AR U g # R I oifdyes edle
YRR B, WS A U TeTehR H HeT|

o “That’s why we have got the Nipuna
Karnataka initiative, where we are encouraging
companies to tie up with the government.
< HRUI g FIqur Fefes vga & &1 ¢, ol g1
HUFE B! WHR & 1Y S & e Mefed s R} |

e They give the curriculum for training, and we
make our human resources the most employable
ones across the world.”

3 TR0 & foTT UTewsh | < € SR 89 31U HIHg
AT & g H e 31 JASHIR I 10 517

e Asked about the growing integration of Al into
the IT industry, Mr. Kharge said it was prudent to be
cautious.

TSCT ITUNT T TIHTS &b Fgd THIPHRUT R I oH R
WS 3 Pl b Fraum SR ol B

o “It's not a leap of faith,” he said.
REEPIEE RE MRS E ]

e ‘|t needs to be a calculated risk because we
have seen how it works in other ecosystems.”

Tg U Hd-THIS fordT 1 SfaH gIA1 a1ig¢
i §H <1 © T T8 3 SHIRed | &Y H1Y Hdl

%‘I”
e “You have seen what’s happened in the US
with respect to Anthropic, and with respect to

“3M T | fob SrivesT o T3fie iR Aesifidt & Ty Frgarn...”
e “We need to tread a little more cautiously.
g dTeT 3R WauT I 31 Sg1 ghm|

e Speed is important, but | think with caution.”

2, AT Frayrt i SR |1
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On power and water requirements for data centres, Mr. Kharge said that the government
was thinking of sustainability in their roll-out.

ST dex & o faerelt SR ur-it Y wieewell R WS A F51 {6 WaR R &1 e & T@aw
S IR B B

“Two years back, we didn’t have a stabilised liquid cooling technology; now people are
using that,” Mr. Kharge said.

3 T Ugd s9R U fRR fRiftps ofent e 2t oft; o ai s9& STaT e | 8,” TS
A BTl

“People are confident that no, we don’t need to be such water guzzlers.”

N 3 ST § b 58 g1 ifiep Uit @ d <A arer 78 g )

“Now there are edge and other types of data centres that are leveraging these things.”

“37q TS 3R 3 UHR & SeT "e 7 ad-1d! B ST d B g l”

“Any emerging technology needs to be sustainable.”

“Drs HI SURC dP-Idb |ad g+l AMeyl”

“We are having consultations with the energy department, the water resource department,
and more importantly with stakeholders on what they think should be our roadmap,” Mr.
Kharge said.

T Sl [AHTT, FTd W1 FAUTT 3R 3 fFauRe! & W1y 74l R 33 © fob AR wuan
18 Aeq,” W A Hall

On Al use in the State government, Mr. Kharge said that databases first needed sorting out.

T WHR H TIHTE P IUUNT R TS A Fel [P Ugd STy o IR HRAT ses) g |

“Every day, someone comes and says: look, this is what we can do for the government, from
citizen delivery systems to grievance management to property identification...”

TR G PIS A 31T 7 3R FEdl ¢ 6 0 WHR & forg AN Jareii, Rieraa yae=
3R Fufr UgaH A Jg R IFA 5"

“All right, but | think e-governance is dead,” he said.

) 2, AT G2 Il 2 fob S-7Ta T @ & g1 2, IO Fall

“We need to get into intelligent governance where we stabilize the data sets, pick what
verticals we want to see innovations in.’

g1 gl A= &t 3R g1 oI, 951 §H Sl e &I FRR B SR q &< fos [ &= o
TR HRATR I
“Right now, everything is in silos.”

“3fl 99 $T SeNT-SAT ATSA A 31
“The idea is to ensure that we come up with a framework for the government itself.”
TR 7% 3 & 50 WRPR & T U® &iar R &1
“The medical education department is doing something with their data, the health department
is trying...”

“DfSH &M fAURT S0 ST IR HTH FR 8T 8, WA faumT of T FR @13,
“But you can’t work in silos.”

Qb1 S-S T3l & o1 el fban S ghelr|”

“So we’re trying to see how and which departments can be accelerated, especially if | am able
to deliver better governance.”

“ZTITT §H UE 3T ! BT R IR & 1 151 faumi ) at fopan o1 Tl B, d1feh AgeR
A f&ar S 9 17
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anking FDI for

nuclear power
projects on cards

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Initiatives to secure infu-
sion of foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) and from
the banking sector to fi-
nance nuclear power pro-
jects are in the pipeline
and headed for inter-minis-
terial consultation, in-
formed Seema Jain, Mem-
ber of Finance at the
Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE).

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral session of the Work-
shop on the SHANTI Act,
2025 here, she said, “Fi-
nancing will require all
sorts of innovative mea-
sures to happen so that the
kind of money and finan-
cial space is made for the
sector.” “For that, banking
FDI initiatives are also in
the pipeline, the Atomic

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

Energy Commission has al-
ready approved the [FDI]
policy, and is now going for
inter-ministerial consulta-
tions,” Ms. Jain added.

Earlier in her address,
Ms. Jain had observed that
considering a standard ba-
seline cost requirement for
setting up of a nuclear
reactor is about 322 crore
per megawatt, instituting
100 gigawatts of nuclear
energy-based power would
require about 320 lakh
crore financing.

18A. Banking FDI for nuclear power
projects on cards

TRHTY SHelt gieaterre & forg afdm
THIIATE DI aARY

e Initiatives to secure infusion of foreign
direct investment (FDI) and from the banking
sector to finance nuclear power projects are in
the pipeline and headed for inter-ministerial
consultation, informed Seema Jain, Member of
Finance at the Department of Atomic Energy
(DAE).
weael faeRh 7= (Fpi) iR afhT & § W
Sort uiRaierTeN o faaay & fore ugd & o g
2 3IR Ug SieR-HaTerht wRTHR & f7g oM 9 I E,
g IHSHR! URHTY] SHell faUTT (DAE) & fad e
dar A

e Speaking at the inaugural session of the
Workshop on the SHANTI Act, 2025 here, she
said.
gl SHANTI Act, 2025 TR SRR & IgaTe T
# S gU 35 el

e “Financing will require all sorts of
innovative measures to happen so that the kind of
money and financial space is made for the sector.”

“fauiyor & forw 9t UeR & e SuTal 3t
Tl 8T difts 39 &1 & forg simawaes o iR
fadiia = IUas 81 g I”

e “For that, banking FDI initiatives are also
in the pipeline, the Atomic Energy Commission

has already approved the FDI policy, and is now going for inter-ministerial consultations,”

Ms. Jain added.

3T forg AfHT wrtens g +ft wftrar # §, ey

it TGN U5 &1 Th SIS i bl

TSR S T § SR 319 U8 SfeR-HaATerdt WRasf & forg S g1, oF A Siel

e Earlier in her address, Ms. Jain had observed that considering a standard baseline cost

requirement for setting up of a nuclear reactor is about ¥22 crore per megawatt.

30 Fated B S 3 9T {6 T uRuTY] fRudes RAMUd & & AHE arTd ae 222 HRIS
ufa TRTaTe B |

e Instituting 100 gigawatts of nuclear energy-based power would require about ¥20 lakh crore
financing.
100 TTTaTE URATY] St ST forotel R HRA & oY THT €20 ARG HRIS & [Aqaro
DI aIhdl BRI

GS Paper Il1: Environment

18 April 2026
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18A

SC warns Rajasthan, M.P., U.P. over illegal mining in Chambal sanctuary

g P A IR, .., .U, B! 99d AHUTRVG § 3AY T UR dara-il af
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SC warns Rajasthan, M.P,, UP. over
illegal mining in Chambal sanctuary

Knsﬁ!as Rajago !!

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day said it would not hesi-
tate to take the extraordin-
ary step of deploying
paramilitary forces to curb
illegal sand mining in the
ecologically fragile and
protected National Cham-
bal Gharial Sanctuary if the
States of Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, and Uttar Pra-
desh fail to take “concrete
measures” to tackle the
menace within a month,
by the next date of hearing
on May 11.

The warning was part of
a 28-page order passed by
a Bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta,
which took suo motu cog-
nisance of illegal sand min-
ing within the sanctuary,
resulting in severe degra-
dation of critical wildlife
habitats, including that of
the endangered gharials.

Justice Mehta, who pro-
nounced the operative part
of the order in the cour-
troom, cautioned that the
court would not only im-
pose a complete ban on
sand mining in the States
but also impose “heavy pe-
nalties” on them for failing
to safeguard critical habi-
tats and the vital river eco-
system. “The continued
degradation of natural re-

The degradation of natural resources and fragile ecosystems for
short-term gains cannot be countenanced, the court said. FILE PHOTO

sources and fragile ecosys-
tems for short-term gains
and greed, coupled with
administrative indiffe-
rence, cannot be counte-
nanced in a system go-
verned by the rule of law,”
the court said.

The court said the
States’ explanations about
sand mining happening
right under their very nos-
es reeked of apathy, tacit
connivance and even a
sense of helplessness in
the face of the “superior fi-
repower” and acts of law-
lessness of the miners. The
order referred to brutal
murders of forest guards
by sand miners in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

Harikesh Gurjar was
crushed under a truck by
sand miners while trying to
halt an illegal mining oper-

ation in Morena district of
Madhya Pradesh on April
8. Earlier this year in Janu-
ary, Jitendra Singh Shekha-
wat, another forest guard,
this time in Dholpur dis-
trict in Rajasthan, was
killed using the same mo-
dus operandi while trying
to stop miners’ vehicles
from fleeing.

Slams unpreparedness

“The disclosure [by the
State of Madhya Pradesh]
that forest officials do not
possess the necessary
equipment, more specifi-
cally, adequate weaponry,
to effectively deal with the
sand mafia, who are re-
portedly armed with supe-
rior weaponry and mod-
ern vehicles exposes a
shocking state of unprepa-
redness and a lack of insti-

tutional will... The State
cannot be permitted to
plead helplessness,” the
court said.

Issuing a series of direc-
tions, the court ordered
Madhya Pradesh, Rajas-
than, and Uttar Pradesh to
install high-resolution and
Wi-Fi enabled CCTV came-
ras in areas affected by
sand mining and ensure
that live visuals from these
cameras are fed directly to
the offices of the district
police chiefs and divisional
forest officers.

Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan should initiate a
pilot project to install GPS
tracking devices on vehi-
cles used for mining in Mo-
rena and Dholpur districts.

The data from these
devices must be accessible
to the District Magistrates
and the police. The three
States have been directed
to file reports by the next
date of hearing on the feas-
ibility of establishing dedi-
cated control rooms in dis-
tricts near the sanctuary.

Any vehicle or machin-
ery found involved in ille-
gal mining must be seized
immediately and all those
involved prosecuted with-
out delay. The States have
also been directed to con-
stitute joint patrol teams in
districts in and around the
sanctuary.

18A. SC warns Rajasthan, M.P., U.P. over illegal mir)i‘zr'll%in Chambal sanctuary
U DI A IR, 4.9, 3.Y. B 99d JHUIRVG § Y G U= dara-11 t

e The Supreme Court on Friday said it would not hesitate to take the extraordinary step of
deploying paramilitary forces to curb illegal sand mining in the ecologically fragile and
protected National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary if the States of Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh fail to take “concrete measures” to tackle the menace within a
month, by the next date of hearing on May 11.

TR PIE F AR 1 a1 76 T8 SR Hed I3 T Tl ReHm iR aedfere sai 31
mmmuﬁ@mw@rmmw@amwmawﬁaﬁu
X G DI AT T T, (G A Y=, ICRIT 3R IR WS I 11 TS ST 3T Garg
TP Th HgH & iR “31 U Ta] Fd 5 |

o The warning was part of a 28-page order passed by a Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta, which took suo motu cognisance of illegal sand mining within the
sanctuary, resulting in severe degradation of critical wildlife habitats, including that of the
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endangered gharials.

g TdTa-! [ fashd ATy 3R T Agar & Uis gR1 uikd 28-git 3=t &7 fgw of,
R SaRUg | Y ¥d T &1 ¥ad: T o, s Agayui a=ueig 3ar, faRivesR
T uf$aral & o1 &1 iR &R gan gl

Justice Mehta, who pronounced the operative part of the order in the courtroom, cautioned
that the court would not only impose a complete ban on sand mining in the States but also
impose “heavy penalties” on them for failing to safeguard critical habitats and the vital river
ecosystem.

IR AgdT, R sreTad § SR T T T AT, 3 Jdra-t < fs rarery = daet el
T Xd G W ot wfaeer T sfes Ae@yut smart ok e uikfRufdet o &1 e § fawa
B WR <Y SpatEr ot s

“The continued degradation of natural resources and fragile ecosystems for short-term gains
and greed, coupled with administrative indifference, cannot be countenanced in a system
governed by the rule of law,” the court said.

31ETeId = g, “3feUebIierd TTH 3R e P 7Y UTepfaie G 3R TR a3 &1
FRER &RU1, 1Y B w=ITaiI® SEridr, HIA & A ard o § T8I

The court said the States’ explanations about sand mining happening right under their very
noses reeked of apathy, tacit connivance and even a sense of helplessness in the face of
the “superior firepower” and acts of lawlessness of the miners.

3(ETerd < e b Ul & U8 WHHR b 37 A € ¥ T 81 8T 8, SRl /i
&m’n%m 3R T8t a% fo @ATdHdiell BT SR SRAR Wfad 3R BTG & T ARy B
IS

The order referred to brutal murders of forest guards by sand miners in Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan.

SR H Teg WS 3R ISR T ¥ W1 S aTall gRT 3 I8! &1 FdT gen o1 @i
fobam T |

Harikesh Gurjar was crushed under a truck by sand miners while trying to halt an illegal
mining operation in Morena district of Madhya Pradesh on April 8.

PR TR HY 8 e B AL Y & TIAT R & 313¢ T Ao Bl HIRA F SR X
G B a1l A ¢ Y A [T

Earlier this year in January, Jitendra Singh Shekhawat, another forest guard, this time in
Dholpur district in Rajasthan, was killed using the same modus operandi while trying to stop
miners’ vehicles from fleeing.

4 Y oG B, T 31 9 & Fordg Rig Aamad &1 I5iM & Shaqr fora # @asmarsi
o dE1 ! YT Y b BT BRI HRd FHY I il ¥ AR far man

Slams unpreparedness

T B FH W BePR

“The disclosure [by the State of Madhya Pradesh] that forest officials do not possess the
necessary equipment, more specifically, adequate weaponry, to effectively deal with the sand
mafia, who are reportedly armed with superior weaponry and modern vehicles exposes a
shocking state of unpreparedness and a lack of institutional will... The State cannot be
permitted to plead helplessness,” the court said.

SIS - BT, “HH Y= I gRI I8 YA b I SABIRAN & Uy 31 Iy, vy
Y 9§ 7T AR 51 €, Fora™l & ¥ /Tisar &1 YuTd &7 J T 3R b, Ol SgeR 8R!
3R MY gl A A9 8, T B 3t 3R TRITTT somRIfad 3t HHt o) g2idr g... I
DI AR BT M B DI AN Ta! & off Jbell 1"

Issuing a series of directions, the court ordered Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar
Pradesh to install high-resolution and Wi-Fi enabled CCTV cameras in areas affected by
sand mining and ensure that live visuals from these cameras are fed directly to the offices of
the district police chiefs and divisional forest officers.

3feTad 3 ISR &1 Uh SR SR FHXd gU Hed W, ISR 3T IR W= &1 A1 faar
f 3 T g & 7 S=a-Reifeg=r 3R 91E-WT8 gad CCTV AR AT 3R AT &
o 79 U 13 a T T o gfery ual 8fiR 99 SHfeIial & wrafadl 9 ugd |
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Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan should initiate a pilot project to install GPS tracking
devices on vehicles used for mining in Morena and Dholpur districts.

T YR 3R ICRIT HI GIAT 3R taqR el & W= & IudiT g1 a1 argl R GPS
T IUHRUT AT & T U urgete U e $HRel aTeu|

The data from these devices must be accessible to the District Magistrates and the police.
29 IUSUI I U S forar afree ik gfery & fore gav g anfigul

The three States have been directed to file reports by the next date of hearing on the
feasibility of establishing dedicated control rooms in districts near the sanctuary.

AT TS BT ST YIS ddb STHARUY & U & forall § faRiy forisror wel Rfid e &1
Fragrar R Ui aied A &1 fdw fear mr g1

Any vehicle or machinery found involved in illegal mining must be seized immediately and all
those involved prosecuted without delay.

3y = T e urg 7Y faret oft aree ar TR ) R Sisd forar S TR ok suH
A I A R fa1 &8 b b1 I ST =R

The States have also been directed to constitute joint patrol teams in districts in and around
the sanctuary.

T Y SHUIRTY & IR & el & wga =l ga - &1 o e fear man g1
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